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25 Bicycle Tours in Vermont

Vermont, often dubbed the Green Mountain State, is renowned for its stunning natural landscapes,
charming small towns, and a vibrant outdoor recreation scene. Among the many ways to explore
this picturesque region, cycling stands out as one of the most immersive and rewarding
experiences. Whether you're a seasoned cyclist seeking challenging rides or a leisure rider looking
to soak in scenic vistas, Vermont offers an extensive array of bicycle tours tailored to all skill levels.

In this comprehensive guide, we'll delve into 25 of the best bicycle tours in Vermont, highlighting
their unique features, routes, and what makes each one special. Embarking on these tours allows
you to appreciate Vermont?s breathtaking mountains, lush forests, historic sites, and quaint
villages?making your cycling adventure truly unforgettable.

Why Choose Bicycle Tours in Vermont?

Vermont's diverse terrain provides an ideal backdrop for cycling enthusiasts. The state boasts a
network of well-maintained bike paths, scenic byways, and challenging mountain routes. Cycling in
Vermont offers:

- Spectacular Scenic Views: Rolling hills, mountain vistas, lakes, and lush farmland.
- Historical and Cultural Exploration: Discover historic towns, covered bridges, and vibrant local

communities.
- Healthy Outdoor Activity: Promotes fitness and well-being amid nature.
- Eco-Friendly Travel: Sustainable way to explore without harming the environment.

Whether you're interested in leisurely rides or intense mountain climbs, Vermont's bicycle tours cater
to all preferences and skill levels.

Top 25 Bicycle Tours in Vermont

Below is a curated list of Vermont's best bicycle tours, organized from scenic countryside rides to
challenging mountain routes.

1. The Vermont Challenge
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- Distance: Multiple routes from 25 to 100 miles
- Highlights: Rolling hills, farm landscapes, historic towns like Middlebury and Barre
- Best for: Experienced cyclists and those seeking a multi-day challenge

2. Catamount Trail

- Type: Long-distance mountain bike trail
- Features: Crosses the Green Mountains with rugged terrain and stunning mountain vistas
- Difficulty: Advanced
- Highlights: Wilderness areas, mountain summits, and remote forests

3. Lake Champlain Loop

- Distance: Approximately 120 miles
- Route: Around Lake Champlain through Burlington, Shelburne, and South Hero
- Highlights: Waterfront views, lighthouses, and charming lakeside villages
- Best for: Leisure cyclists and families

4. The Green Mountain Byway

- Distance: 77 miles
- Route: From Burlington to Bennington through the Green Mountains
- Features: Scenic mountain roads, historic sites, and picturesque small towns
- Ideal for: Road cyclists seeking a scenic day ride

5. Stowe Mountain Bike Trail System

- Features: Extensive network of trails for all skill levels
- Highlights: Mountain views, forest singletracks, and technical descents
- Best for: Mountain biking enthusiasts

6. Vermont Rail Trail

- Distance: Over 60 miles of interconnected trails
- Features: Flat, paved, and crushed stone paths
- Route: Runs from St. Johnsbury to Richford
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- Highlights: Historical railway corridors, scenic river views

7. Mad River Valley Loop

- Distance: 35 miles
- Features: Rolling hills, farmland, and mountain vistas
- Highlights: Sugarbush, Mad River Glen, and charming villages

8. Mount Mansfield Loop

- Distance: 50 miles
- Features: Challenging climbs and rewarding mountain views
- Difficulty: Moderate to difficult
- Highlights: Vermont?s highest peak and surrounding wilderness

9. Shelburne Farms Scenic Ride

- Distance: 15 miles
- Features: Flat, family-friendly route around Shelburne Farms and Lake Champlain
- Highlights: Historic estate, farm animals, and lakeside scenery

10. The Champlain Islands Tour

- Distance: 40 miles
- Route: Through North Hero, South Hero, and Alburgh
- Highlights: Island views, bridges, and waterfront parks
- Best for: Leisure riders and island explorers

11. Green Mountain Valley Ride

- Distance: 60 miles
- Features: Mountain valleys, river crossings, and vibrant foliage in fall
- Highlights: Smugglers? Notch, Waterbury, and Barre

12. Rutland County Scenic Route
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- Distance: 45 miles
- Features: Rolling farmland, covered bridges, and historic mills
- Highlights: Rutland, Killington, and Mendon

13. Barre to Montpelier Bike Path

- Distance: 10 miles
- Features: Paved trail connecting two historic cities
- Highlights: Downtown Montpelier, local cafes, and State House

14. The Cross Vermont Trail

- Distance: 20 miles
- Features: Connects the Connecticut River to Lake Champlain
- Highlights: Rural scenery, forests, and river crossings

15. The Champlain Valley Ride

- Distance: 70 miles
- Features: Flat terrain along the valley floor
- Highlights: Farms, vineyards, and pastoral landscapes

16. Stratton Mountain Loop

- Distance: 40 miles
- Features: Mountain roads with technical sections
- Highlights: Stratton Mountain Resort and surrounding wilderness

17. Killington Mountain Biking Trails

- Features: Expert-level downhill trails and cross-country routes
- Highlights: Mountain views, technical features, and thrill rides

18. Hinesburg to Bristol Scenic Ride
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- Distance: 35 miles
- Features: Rolling hills, farmland, and small villages
- Highlights: Lake Iroquois, local breweries, and farms

19. The Mad River Valley Farm Tour

- Distance: 25 miles
- Features: Rural roads with visits to local farms and markets
- Highlights: Fresh produce, farm stands, and scenic landscapes

20. Newport to Derby Line Bicycle Loop

- Distance: 30 miles
- Features: Bordering Canada, views of Lake Memphremagog
- Highlights: International border crossings and waterfront parks

21. Green Mountain National Forest Trail

- Features: Extensive mountain biking trails in a protected forest area
- Highlights: Wilderness areas, mountain streams, and wildlife viewing

22. Barre to Montpelier Historic Ride

- Distance: 12 miles
- Features: Historic towns, local cafes, and scenic countryside
- Highlights: Vermont State House and local museums

23. Quechee Gorge and Hanover Loop

- Distance: 25 miles
- Features: Gorge views, covered bridges, and university towns
- Highlights: Dartmouth College, Quechee State Park

24. Lake Willoughby and Sutton Ride
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- Distance: 50 miles
- Features: Mountain lake views, rural roads, and forests
- Highlights: Lake Willoughby, scenic vistas, and quiet roads

25. The Vermont Alpine Loop

- Distance: 60 miles
- Features: Challenging climbs, alpine scenery, and mountain passes
- Highlights: Mount Mansfield, Smugglers? Notch, and Stowe

Tips for Planning Your Vermont Bicycle Tour

- Choose the Right Route: Consider your skill level, fitness, and interests.
- Prepare Your Bike: Ensure your bike is well-maintained; carry necessary tools and spares.
- Pack Appropriately: Bring layers for variable weather, hydration, and snacks.
- Plan for Safety: Wear a helmet, follow traffic laws, and use reflective gear.
- Check Local Conditions: Weather, trail updates, and road closures can affect your ride.

Conclusion

Vermont?s diverse landscapes, welcoming communities, and well-marked routes make it a premier
destination for cycling enthusiasts. From scenic lakeside rides to challenging mountain ascents, the
state offers an exceptional variety of bicycle tours that cater to every level of rider. Whether you're
seeking a leisurely exploration of charming towns or an adrenaline-fueled mountain biking
adventure, Vermont?s bicycle tours promise memorable experiences immersed in natural beauty.

Start planning your Vermont cycling adventure today and discover why this state is truly a cyclist's
paradise. Happy riding!
 
25 Bicycle Tours in Vermont

Vermont, often celebrated for its breathtaking landscapes, lush green mountains, charming towns,
and scenic byways, has become a premier destination for cycling enthusiasts. Whether you're a
seasoned cyclist seeking challenging terrains or a leisurely rider looking to soak in the natural
beauty, Vermont offers an extensive array of bicycle tours tailored to all levels of experience. With its
well-maintained roads, welcoming communities, and diverse terrain, Vermont stands out as a
cycling paradise. In this article, we explore 25 of the most captivating bicycle tours across the Green
Mountain State, providing insights into what makes each route unique and why they should be on
every cyclist's bucket list.
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Why Vermont is a Cyclist's Paradise

Before diving into the specific tours, it?s essential to understand what makes Vermont an ideal
cycling destination:

- Diverse Terrain: From flat river valleys to rugged mountain passes, Vermont's varied landscape
offers options for every skill level.

- Scenic Beauty: Vibrant fall foliage, pristine lakes, historic towns, and rolling hills create
picturesque backdrops.

- Cycling-Friendly Infrastructure: Many towns provide bike lanes, bike-friendly accommodations,
and support services.

- Community and Festivals: Vermont hosts numerous cycling events and festivals, fostering a
vibrant cycling community.

- Sustainable Travel: Promoting eco-friendly tourism, Vermont encourages exploring via bicycle to
reduce environmental impact.

Now, let's delve into the top 25 bicycle tours that showcase Vermont's diverse landscapes and rich
culture.

- The Green Mountain Gravel Grind

Overview

A challenging off-road adventure, the Green Mountain Gravel Grind takes riders through the heart of
Vermont's rugged backcountry.

Highlights

- Over 70 miles of gravel roads winding through wilderness.
- Traverses scenic farms, dense forests, and mountain vistas.
- Suitable for experienced gravel cyclists seeking a tough but rewarding route.

Why Ride It?

This tour offers a true immersion into Vermont's wild side, testing endurance while rewarding riders
with stunning vistas and solitude.
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- The Stowe Loop

Overview

A classic ride around the charming town of Stowe, known for its picturesque mountain scenery and
vibrant fall foliage.

Highlights

- 20-30 miles loop, with options to extend.
- Climbs up to Mount Mansfield, Vermont's highest peak.
- Passes through quaint villages and lush farmland.

Why Ride It?

Perfect for a day trip, this loop combines challenging climbs with rewarding descents and stunning
mountain views.

- The Lake Champlain Loop

Overview

A scenic ride around Vermont's largest lake, offering both lakeside views and historical landmarks.

Highlights

- Approximately 115 miles, typically divided into segments.
- Crosses historic bridges and visits waterfront towns like Burlington and Middlebury.
- Opportunities for ferry crossings and lakeside picnics.

Why Ride It?

Ideal for multi-day cyclists or those seeking a relaxing yet scenic route along Vermont?s largest
freshwater body.

- The Vermont Foodie Tour
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Overview

A culinary-focused cycling route that combines scenic riding with visits to local farms, breweries, and
eateries.

Highlights

- Routes through Vermont?s farm-to-table communities.
- Stops at cheese farms, cideries, and artisanal bakeries.
- Length varies depending on the selected segments.

Why Ride It?

A delightful way to experience Vermont?s rich food culture while enjoying scenic landscapes.

- The Catamount Trail

Overview

A renowned cross-country ski trail in winter, transformed into a mountain biking adventure in
summer.

Highlights

- Over 300 miles of trail across the Green Mountains.
- Connects several Vermont towns and parks.
- Varied terrain from forested singletrack to open meadows.

Why Ride It?

For mountain biking enthusiasts seeking a long-distance adventure through Vermont?s high
country.

- The Mad River Valley Ride

Overview
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A versatile route through the picturesque Mad River Valley, famous for its outdoor recreation.

Highlights

- Rolling hills, farmland, and mountain vistas.
- Passes through Warren, Waitsfield, and Fayville.
- Options for shorter or longer routes.

Why Ride It?

Perfect for families and casual riders wanting a scenic, moderate ride rich in Vermont?s rural charm.

- The Berkshire Hills Century

Overview

A challenging 100-mile route through Vermont?s historic Berkshire Hills.

Highlights

- Long climbs with rewarding descents.
- Passes through historic towns and scenic farmland.
- Multiple aid stations and support services.

Why Ride It?

Designed for experienced cyclists aiming for a comprehensive Vermont experience with a physically
demanding course.

- The Mount Mansfield Loop

Overview

A focused ride around Vermont?s highest peak, featuring challenging climbs and rewarding
panoramas.

Highlights
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- 40-50 miles loop.
- Climbs up to the summit of Mount Mansfield.
- Views of the Adirondacks and Lake Champlain.

Why Ride It?

A must-do for mountain enthusiasts and those seeking a mountain-centric cycling challenge.

- The Champlain Valley Route

Overview

A relatively flat, easy ride through Vermont?s fertile Champlain Valley.

Highlights

- Passes through Burlington, Winooski, and other charming towns.
- Views of the Adirondacks and Lake Champlain.
- Ideal for casual cyclists and families.

Why Ride It?

A relaxing route that showcases Vermont?s agricultural heartland and scenic waterways.

- The Quechee Gorge Ride

Overview

A short but scenic ride centered around the spectacular Quechee Gorge.

Highlights

- 15-20 miles along rivers and rolling hills.
- Stops at Quechee Gorge for photos and sightseeing.
- Visits to local artisans and museums.

Why Ride It?
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A great half-day ride combining natural beauty with cultural attractions.

- The Green Mountain National Forest Trail

Overview

A mountain biking adventure through Vermont?s premier national forest.

Highlights

- Extensive network of singletrack trails.
- Terrain varies from gentle forest paths to technical descents.
- Access points near Killington and Rutland.

Why Ride It?

Ideal for mountain biking aficionados seeking technical challenges amid pristine wilderness.

- The Bennington Historic Loop

Overview

A ride through Vermont?s historic southwestern towns.

Highlights

- Visits to Bennington Battle Monument and historic sites.
- Rolling farmland and scenic countryside.
- 30-40 miles, suitable for a full-day ride.

Why Ride It?

Combines Vermont history with scenic rural riding.

- The Green Mountain Gravel Challenge
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Overview

A gravel grinder that traverses some of Vermont?s most scenic dirt roads.

Highlights

- Routes of 50-100 miles.
- Crosses rural farms, forests, and mountain passes.
- Emphasizes off-road adventure.

Why Ride It?

For gravel enthusiasts eager to explore Vermont?s less-traveled roads.

- The Middlebury River Ride

Overview

A relaxing ride along the Middlebury River, with opportunities for swimming and picnics.

Highlights

- 15-25 miles with gentle elevation.
- Scenic river views and small bridges.
- Suitable for families and casual riders.

Why Ride It?

A perfect laid-back route for a summer day out.

- The Jay Peak Loop

Overview

A mountain route surrounding Jay Peak, known for skiing and outdoor recreation.

Highlights
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- Climbing through forests with alpine views.
- Access to Jay Peak Resort.
- 40-50 miles with moderate to challenging climbs.

Why Ride It?

A fantastic summer ride for mountain lovers with panoramic views of the northern Green Mountains.

- The Northeast Kingdom Adventure

Overview

A rugged, off-the-beaten-path route exploring Vermont?s remote Northeast Kingdom.

Highlights

- Secluded roads and scenic vistas.
- Passes through towns like St. Johnsbury and Island Pond.
- 50-70 miles.

Why Ride It?

For adventure seekers wanting to experience Vermont?s wild side and less touristy areas.

- The Barre to Montpelier Ride

Overview

A short, scenic route connecting Vermont?s capital cities.

Highlights

- 20 miles along quiet roads.
- Views of the Green Mountains and historic districts.
- Easy terrain suitable for casual cyclists.

Why Ride It?
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A quick, scenic connector perfect for a half-day outing.

- The Killington Mountain Challenge

Overview

A demanding ride with significant elevation gain around Killington Resort.

Highlights

- Climbs up to Pico Mountain.
- Extensive mountain views.
- 40-60 miles with challenging ascents.

Why Ride It?

For experienced cyclists craving a mountain-climbing challenge in Vermont's ski country.

- The Shelburne Farms Scenic Ride

Overview

A leisurely ride around the historic Shelburne Farms estate.

Highlights

- 10-15 miles around the estate.
- Views of Lake Champlain.
- Opportunities to visit the farm and artisan shops.

Why Ride It?

Ideal for families and those interested in Vermont?s agricultural heritage.

- The Rutland County Ride
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Overview

A scenic tour through Vermont?s picturesque Rutland County.

Highlights

- Rolling hills, farms, and mountain views.
- Visits to local breweries and cideries.
- 30-50 miles.

Why Ride It?

A well-rounded route combining natural beauty and Vermont?s local flavor.

- The Mount Philo State Park Trail

Overview

A short, steep climb leading to panoramic views from Mount Philo.

Highlights

- 5-mile loop with a steep ascent.
- Views of

 
 QuestionAnswer What are some of the most popular bicycle tours in Vermont for beginners?

Popular beginner-friendly bicycle tours in Vermont include the Burlington Bike Path along Lake
Champlain, the Stowe Recreation Path, and the Bennington Battlefield Bike Loop, all offering scenic
views with manageable distances. Are there guided bicycle tours available in Vermont, and what do
they typically include? Yes, several companies offer guided bicycle tours in Vermont, including
options like the Green Mountain Adventure Tour and the Vermont Countryside Cycling Tour. These
usually include route guidance, bike rentals, scenic stops, and sometimes meals or
accommodations. Which Vermont bicycle tours are best for experiencing fall foliage? The Vermont
Fall Foliage Bike Tour along the Green Mountain Byway, the Killington Fall Foliage Ride, and the
Mad River Valley Leaf Peeping Tour are renowned for spectacular autumn foliage views during peak
season. Can I find multi-day bicycle tours in Vermont, and what routes are recommended?
Absolutely! Multi-day tours such as the Vermont Classic Bicycle Tour and the Green Mountain
Multi-Day Adventure offer scenic routes through the Green Mountains, including stops at charming
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towns, farms, and historic sites, perfect for immersive cycling experiences. What are some
family-friendly bicycle tours in Vermont suitable for kids? Family-friendly tours include the Stowe
Recreation Path, the Shelburne Museum Bike Loop, and the Essex-Charlotte Ferry Ride, which are
flat, safe, and offer plenty of attractions suitable for children. 

 
Related keywords: Vermont bicycle tours, cycling vacations Vermont, bike tours New England,
Vermont cycling routes, scenic bike rides Vermont, Vermont mountain biking, guided bike tours
Vermont, Vermont cycling holidays, Vermont bike trail maps, cycling events Vermont

50 HIKES IN VERMONT WALKS HIKES AND OVERNIGHTS IN

50 hikes in Vermont walks hikes and overnights in Vermont offer an incredible array of outdoor
adventures for hikers of all levels. Whether you're seeking a peaceful day walk, a challenging
mountain hike, or a scenic overnight camping experience, Vermont's diverse terrain provides
something for everyone. Known for its lush forests, rolling hills, and stunning mountain vistas,
Vermont is a premier destination for outdoor enthusiasts. In this article, we will explore 50 of the
most remarkable hikes, walks, and overnight trips across the Green Mountain State, helping you
plan your next adventure.

Top 50 Hikes, Walks, and Overnight Adventures in Vermont

Vermont's landscape features a variety of trails, from easy lakeside strolls to rugged mountain
summits. Here's a curated list of 50 hikes and overnight options to inspire your explorations.

Easy and Family-Friendly Hikes

For those new to hiking or traveling with children, Vermont offers numerous accessible trails that
showcase its natural beauty without demanding strenuous effort.

1. Lake Champlain Waterfront Walk

- Location: Burlington
- Distance: 3 miles roundtrip
- Highlights: Scenic views of Lake Champlain, picnic areas, and gentle terrain

2. Smugglers' Notch State Park Nature Trail
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- Location: Stowe
- Distance: 1 mile loop
- Highlights: Rock formations, lush forest, and family-friendly pathways

3. Shelburne Farms Green Trail

- Location: Shelburne
- Distance: 2 miles
- Highlights: Farm views, historic buildings, and accessible walking paths

Moderate Hikes for Enthusiasts

If you're looking for a bit more challenge, Vermont's moderate hikes take you through diverse
terrains with rewarding views.

4. Mount Mansfield via the Sunset Ridge Trail

- Location: Stowe
- Distance: 6 miles roundtrip
- Highlights: Panoramic mountain vistas, alpine flora, and varied terrain

5. Camel's Hump Trail

- Location: Camel's Hump State Park
- Distance: 6.4 miles roundtrip
- Highlights: Unique summit with 360-degree views, wildflower-filled meadows

6. Appalachian Trail through Vermont

- Location: Various sections
- Highlights: Iconic trail passing through Vermont?s Green Mountains, scenic overlooks, and

wilderness areas

Strenuous and Peak Bagging Trails

For seasoned hikers seeking a challenge, Vermont offers steep ascents and rugged terrain with
spectacular rewards at the summit.
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7. Mount Killington Summit Trail

- Location: Killington
- Distance: 8 miles roundtrip
- Highlights: Mountain views, alpine environment, and challenging ascent

8. Mount Abraham and Lincoln Loop

- Location: Green Mountain National Forest
- Distance: 12 miles loop
- Highlights: Multiple summits, sweeping vistas, and varied terrain

9. Mount Philo State Park Trail

- Location: Charlotte
- Distance: 1.4 miles
- Highlights: Climbing a prominent hill with rewarding views of Lake Champlain

Overnight Hikes and Camping Adventures

Vermont's wilderness areas and state parks provide excellent opportunities for overnight camping
and multi-day hikes.

10. Long Trail through Vermont

- Length: 273 miles from Massachusetts to Canada
- Highlights: Wilderness, mountain peaks, and historic trail experience
- Overnight options: Campsites along the trail, shelters, and backcountry camping

11. Appalachian Trail in Vermont

- Highlights: Multiple overnight destinations, scenic vistas, and trail towns for resupply

12. Mount Mansfield via the David Logan Trail
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- Trail Type: Overnight hike with camping options at the base or summit

Special Scenic Walks and Overlooks

Vermont is renowned for its scenic overlooks and peaceful walks that highlight its natural splendor.

13. Stowe Pinnacle Trail

- Highlights: Wide-open views of the Green Mountains, rocky summit, and wildflower displays

14. Mount Equinox via the Sky Line Trail

- Highlights: Panoramic views, historic observatory, and wildflower blooms

15. Quechee Gorge Trail

- Highlights: Dramatic gorge views, river crossings, and accessible walkways

Seasonal Hikes and Tips

Vermont's hiking scene varies by season, offering unique experiences year-round:

- Spring: Wildflower blooms and flowing waterfalls
- Summer: Lush greenery, long daylight hours, and mountain summits
- Fall: Spectacular foliage, vibrant colors, and cooler temperatures
- Winter: Snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, and winter hikes (with proper gear)

Safety Tips for Vermont Hikes:

- Always check trail conditions and weather forecasts
- Carry appropriate gear, including maps, water, and layers
- Respect wildlife and Leave No Trace principles
- Inform someone of your plans before overnight trips

Planning Your Vermont Hiking Adventure
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To make the most of your hikes and overnights in Vermont, consider the following:

Best Times to Visit

- Late Spring to early Fall for most hikes
- Late Fall for foliage viewing
- Winter for snow sports and winter hikes

Essential Gear

- Sturdy hiking boots
- Weather-appropriate clothing
- Navigation tools (map, GPS)
- Camping gear (if overnight)
- Food and hydration supplies

Permits and Regulations

- Many Vermont trails are free to access, but check for specific regulations
- Obtain permits if required for backcountry camping or specific protected areas

Final Thoughts

Vermont's diverse landscape offers an extensive range of hikes, walks, and overnight adventures
suitable for all skill levels. From leisurely lakeside strolls to challenging mountain summits and
multi-day wilderness trips, Vermont promises unforgettable outdoor experiences. Whether you're
seeking solitude in the mountains, breathtaking vistas, or family-friendly walks, this state has it all.
Prepare adequately, respect nature, and enjoy exploring the natural beauty of Vermont through
these 50 hikes, walks, and overnights.

Start planning your Vermont outdoor adventure today and discover the breathtaking scenery,
abundant wildlife, and peaceful tranquility that make Vermont a top hiking destination.
 
50 Hikes in Vermont Walks, Hikes, and Overnights in the Green Mountain State

Vermont, renowned for its rolling hills, lush forests, and pristine waterways, offers a veritable
paradise for outdoor enthusiasts. Whether you're a seasoned hiker seeking challenging mountain
summits or a family looking for a scenic day trip, Vermont?s diverse terrain provides countless
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opportunities for exploration. In this article, we delve into 50 of the most compelling walks, hikes,
and overnight adventures across the state, highlighting what makes each unique, practical tips for
planning your journey, and how to make the most of your outdoor experience in Vermont.

Exploring Vermont?s Natural Landscape: An Overview

Vermont?s landscape is a tapestry of rugged mountains, tranquil lakes, and vibrant forests, making
it an ideal destination for outdoor recreation. The Green Mountain Range runs through the center,
offering some of the most iconic hikes in New England. From the challenging ascent of Mount
Mansfield to gentle strolls through colorful meadows, Vermont?s trails cater to all skill levels and
interests.

Key features include:

- The Green Mountains: Covering most of the state, offering numerous peaks and ridges.
- Lakes and Waterways: Lake Champlain, Lake Willoughby, and numerous smaller lakes provide

scenic routes and overnight paddling trips.
- Historical Trails: Paths that connect to Vermont?s rich history, including the Long Trail, the

oldest long-distance trail in the U.S.

Top 10 Must-Do Day Hikes in Vermont

- Mount Mansfield via the Sunset Ridge Trail

Difficulty: Hard | Distance: 4.8 miles round trip

As Vermont?s highest peak, Mount Mansfield offers breathtaking views from its summit. The Sunset
Ridge Trail is a challenging ascent with rocky sections and panoramic vistas. Hikers should be
prepared for variable weather and bring layered clothing.

- Camel?s Hump via the Monroe Trail

Difficulty: Moderate to Hard | Distance: 6.4 miles round trip

Known for its distinctive double-hump profile, Camel?s Hump provides a rewarding summit
experience. The trail traverses dense forests and offers spectacular views of the Green Mountains.
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- Breadloaf Mountain via the Appalachian Trail

Difficulty: Moderate | Distance: 7 miles round trip

This trail offers a more secluded hike with lush forest scenery and a quiet summit, perfect for those
seeking solitude.

- Smugglers? Notch via the Sterling Pond Trail

Difficulty: Moderate | Distance: 3 miles round trip

An accessible hike with stunning views of the notch and Sterling Pond. It?s ideal for families and
beginners.

- Mount Philo State Park Trail

Difficulty: Easy | Distance: 1 mile round trip

A short, easy trail perfect for a quick escape to enjoy sweeping views of the Champlain Valley.

- Mount Equinox via the Robert Frost Trail

Difficulty: Moderate | Distance: 4 miles round trip

Offering views of the Taconic Mountains, this trail is rich in natural beauty and historical significance.

- Stowe Pinnacle via the Sunset Trail

Difficulty: Moderate | Distance: 2 miles round trip

A popular trail with rewarding views over Stowe and the surrounding mountains.

- Green Mountain National Forest Loop

Difficulty: Varies | Distance: 8-12 miles
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A versatile loop that showcases the diversity of Vermont?s forests, streams, and wildlife.

- Mount Ascutney State Park Trail

Difficulty: Moderate | Distance: 4 miles round trip

Offering a relatively quick ascent with sweeping views from the summit, ideal for a half-day
adventure.

- Jay Peak via the Long Trail

Difficulty: Hard | Distance: 8 miles round trip

For experienced hikers seeking a rigorous climb with vistas of northern Vermont and the Canadian
border.

Scenic Walks for All Ages and Abilities

Vermont isn?t just about mountain summits. The state offers numerous gentle walks and accessible
trails for families, seniors, and those new to hiking.

- Shelburne Farms Trails: Wide, well-maintained paths through historic farmland and gardens.
- The Vermont State House Loop: A short walk through Montpelier?s historic district with views of

the state capitol.
- Ethan Allen Homestead Walks: Trails around the historic site with interpretive signage.
- Mt. Philo State Park: An easy trail leading to panoramic views, suitable for children.

These walks provide a wonderful way to enjoy Vermont?s scenic beauty without the strenuous effort
of mountain hikes, making outdoor exploration inclusive for everyone.

Multi-Day Hikes and Overnight Adventures

For those looking to immerse themselves deeper into Vermont?s wilderness, multi-day hikes and
overnight trips are a perfect choice. The state boasts some of the oldest and most scenic
long-distance trails in the country.

- The Long Trail

Published by: j-dental-clinic.com Page 24 of 27



25 bicycle tours in vermont Tutorial Vol. 2023, Issue 9

Length: 273 miles | Duration: 2-3 weeks

Established in 1918, the Long Trail stretches from the Massachusetts border to Canada, traversing
the heart of Vermont?s Green Mountains. Hikers can choose sections for overnight camping or stay
in cozy backcountry shelters.

Highlights:

- Mountain vistas from Camel?s Hump, Mount Mansfield, and Killington.
- Rich flora and fauna.
- Historic shelter sites with basic amenities.

- Appalachian Trail in Vermont

Length: 105 miles | Duration: 1-2 weeks

The Appalachian Trail shares a section with the Long Trail in Vermont, offering a chance to
experience two iconic trails in one journey.

- Vermont?s Wilderness Campsites

Vermont offers numerous rustic campsites along popular trails, including:

- Camels Hump Wilderness Campsites
- Gifford Woods State Park
- Smugglers? Notch State Park Campgrounds

These sites provide a base for exploring multiple trails and experiencing Vermont?s untouched
natural beauty.

Planning Your Vermont Hiking Adventure

Proper planning is key to a safe and enjoyable outdoor experience. Here are some tips:

- Check trail conditions and weather forecasts before heading out.
- Pack essentials: water, snacks, layered clothing, map, compass or GPS, first aid kit, and insect
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repellent.
- Inform someone about your plans and expected return time.
- Leave no trace: respect nature by packing out all trash and minimizing impact.
- Respect wildlife: observe from a distance and do not feed animals.
- Use designated campsites for overnight trips and obtain necessary permits.

Seasonal Considerations for Vermont Hikes

Vermont?s outdoor seasons offer different experiences:

- Spring: Wildflowers bloom, and waterfalls are at their fullest. Trails can be muddy, so sturdy
waterproof footwear is recommended.

- Summer: Warm weather and long days make it ideal for extended hikes and overnights.
- Autumn: Foliage season is a highlight, with vibrant reds and golds. Trails can be crowded; arrive

early.
- Winter: Snow and ice transform Vermont into a winter wonderland. Some trails are suitable for

snowshoeing and cross-country skiing, but ensure you have proper gear and experience.

The Cultural and Historical Connection of Vermont?s Trails

Many of Vermont?s trails are intertwined with its history. The Long Trail, for example, was built by
volunteers in the early 20th century as a project to preserve Vermont?s wilderness. The
Appalachian Trail section reflects the broader Appalachian Mountain culture. Exploring these routes
offers not only natural beauty but also a connection to Vermont?s heritage.

Conclusion: Your Vermont Wilderness Awaits

From towering peaks to gentle lakeside walks, Vermont?s extensive trail network invites adventurers
of all ages and skill levels to explore its natural splendor. Whether you?re planning a quick day hike,
a family outing, or a multi-day wilderness expedition, the Green Mountain State offers something for
everyone. Remember to prepare adequately, respect the environment, and savor every moment
immersed in Vermont?s pristine landscapes. The trails are waiting?your next outdoor adventure is
just a step away in Vermont?s breathtaking wilderness.

Embark on your Vermont journey today and discover the timeless beauty of the Green Mountains,
serene lakes, and charming hamlets that make this state a haven for outdoor lovers.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are some of the most popular hikes in Vermont for beginners? Some
popular beginner-friendly hikes in Vermont include the Mount Philo State Park Trail, the Stowe
Recreation Path, and the Lye Brook Falls Trail, offering scenic views with manageable distances.
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Are there recommended overnight hikes in Vermont for experienced hikers? Yes, the Long Trail
offers challenging overnight hikes with stunning vistas, as well as the Appalachian Trail segments
passing through Vermont for multi-day adventures. What are the best hikes in Vermont for wildlife
viewing? The Camel's Hump Summit Trail and the Green Mountain National Forest trails are
excellent for spotting diverse wildlife, including moose, deer, and numerous bird species. Can I find
family-friendly hikes in Vermont with scenic views? Absolutely, trails like the Smugglers' Notch
Recreation Path and the Quechee Gorge Trail are perfect for families, offering easy terrain and
breathtaking scenery. What should I know before planning a multi-day hike in Vermont? Prepare by
checking trail conditions, packing adequate gear, securing permits if needed, and planning overnight
accommodations such as campsites or nearby lodges. Are there guided hikes or overnight
experiences available in Vermont? Yes, many outfitters and guide services offer guided day hikes,
overnight camping trips, and even wilderness overnight adventures in Vermont's national forests
and parks. What are some scenic viewpoints accessible via Vermont hikes? Notable viewpoints
include the summit of Mount Mansfield, Camel's Hump, and the view from Mount Equinox, all
accessible through various hiking trails. When is the best time of year to hike and do overnights in
Vermont? Spring (May to June) and fall (September to October) are ideal for hiking due to mild
weather and beautiful foliage, while summer offers longer days and lush landscapes. 
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