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poetry in a world of things aesthetics and empiri

In an age where materiality, sensory experiences, and empirical knowledge dominate daily life,
poetry continues to serve as a vital artistic form that navigates the complex relationship between
things, aesthetics, and empirical reality. This article explores how poetry functions in a world
increasingly saturated with tangible objects and data-driven perspectives, examining its role in
shaping aesthetic appreciation, fostering emotional depth, and engaging with empirical truths. We
will delve into the ways poetry acts as a bridge between the physical world and human
consciousness, highlighting its enduring significance amid contemporary cultural shifts.

Understanding the Context: Things, Aesthetics, and Empiri in Modern
Society

Things: Material Reality and Object-Oriented Existence

Modern society is characterized by a proliferation of objects?smartphones, fashion items,
technological gadgets?that define our daily experiences. These "things" serve not only functional
purposes but also carry symbolic meanings, reflecting identity, status, and cultural values.

- Material Culture: Our interactions are mediated through material objects.

- Consumerism: The commaodification of things influences aesthetic choices and perceptions.

- Object-Orientation: The focus on tangible items often overshadows intangible qualities like
emotion or spirituality.

Aesthetics: The Pursuit of Beauty and Sensory Experience

Aesthetics, traditionally concerned with the philosophy of beauty and taste, has evolved to
encompass diverse sensory experiences and cultural expressions.

- Visual Aesthetics: Art, design, and visual culture shape perceptions.

- Auditory and Tactile Aesthetics: Music, texture, and physical sensation enhance aesthetic
engagement.

- Digital Aesthetics: Virtual environments and multimedia redefine aesthetic boundaries.
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Empiri: Empirical Knowledge and Scientific Inquiry

Empirical methods?observation, experimentation, data analysis?drive understanding of the natural
world and influence how we interpret our surroundings.

- Science and Technology: Empirical evidence underpins advancements and informs worldviews.
- Data-Driven Society: Information overload shapes perceptions and decision-making.
- Empirical Limitations: Quantitative data often overlooks subjective and emotional dimensions.

The Role of Poetry in a Material and Empirical World

Poetry emerges as a unique form that synthesizes and transcends the tangible and empirical,
offering a space for reflection, metaphor, and emotional resonance.

Poetry as an Aesthetic Practice
Poetry emphasizes aesthetic qualities?sound, rhythm, imagery?that evoke sensory experiences

beyond mere visual perception.

- Sensory Engagement: Poems often appeal to multiple senses through vivid imagery.
- Emotion and Mood: Poetry captures complex emotional states, fostering empathy.
- Language as Art: The careful choice of words and structures enhances aesthetic pleasure.

Poetry and the Exploration of Things
Poetry often transforms mundane objects into carriers of meaning, elevating everyday things into

symbols and metaphors.

- Object as Symbol: Poems may imbue objects with spiritual or philosophical significance.

- Descriptive Precision: Detailed imagery brings the physical world to life on the page.

- Material Reflection: Poetry can critique consumerism by highlighting the transient nature of
things.

Poetry and Empirical Reality

While rooted in subjective experience, poetry can engage with empirical truths through observation
and reflection.
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- Documenting Reality: Poems record personal and collective experiences of the world.

- Empirical Insights: Poets observe nature, society, and human behavior, offering insights beyond
scientific data.

- Challenging Empiricism: Poetry often questions the dominance of empirical logic, emphasizing
intuition and spirituality.

The Interplay of Aesthetics and Empiri in Poetry

Poetry uniquely integrates aesthetic sensibility with empirical observation, creating a dialogue
between subjective beauty and objective reality.

Poetic Techniques That Bridge Aesthetics and Empiri
Certain poetic devices serve to merge aesthetic appeal with empirical content:

- Imagery: Visual descriptions that evoke sensory and factual details.

- Metaphor and Simile: Juxtapose abstract ideas with tangible objects.

- Form and Structure: Use of rhyme, meter, and stanza to enhance aesthetic harmony while
reflecting natural patterns.
Case Studies of Poetry Engaging with Things and Empiri

- Nature Poetry: Poems that depict landscapes and ecosystems, blending aesthetic appreciation
with ecological truths.

- Urban Poetry: Reflecting city life, emphasizing the material environment and social realities.

- Scientific Poetry: Works inspired by scientific concepts, such as cosmology or biology, making
empirical ideas accessible through poetic language.

The Significance of Poetry in Contemporary Culture

Despite the dominance of visual media and digital communication, poetry remains vital for its
capacity to interpret and humanize the material and empirical world.

Poetry as a Tool for Reflection and Critique

Poetry encourages introspection about our relationship with things and the environment.

- Environmental Awareness: Poems that highlight ecological issues foster a deeper aesthetic and
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emotional connection to nature.
- Consumer Culture Critique: Poets challenge materialism by exposing superficiality and
emphasizing authenticity.

Poetry and Personal Empathy

Poetry fosters empathy by inviting readers into subjective experiences, bridging individual
perception with universal truths.

Poetry in the Digital Age

The rise of social media and digital platforms has transformed poetry's dissemination, allowing for
rapid sharing and diverse voices.

- Accessible Expression: Poetry becomes more inclusive and immediate.

- Multimedia Integration: Combining visual, auditory, and textual elements enhances aesthetic
and experiential dimensions.

- Global Dialogue: Poetry fosters cross-cultural understanding and empathy.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Poetry in a Material and Empirical
World

In a world increasingly obsessed with things, aesthetics, and empirical data, poetry persists as a
vital form of human expression that navigates and synthesizes these domains. It elevates ordinary
objects into carriers of meaning, engages senses and emotions, and reflects upon empirical realities
with nuance and depth. Poetry reminds us that beyond material possessions and scientific facts lies
a realm of aesthetic and emotional truth, essential for cultivating empathy, understanding, and a
profound connection to the world around us. As society continues to evolve, poetry's capacity to
bridge the tangible and intangible ensures its enduring relevance in shaping human perception and
experience.
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Poetry in a World of Things: Aesthetics and Empiri

In an era increasingly dominated by tangible objects, measurable data, and empirical validation, the
role and nature of poetry have undergone profound transformations. The phrase "poetry in a world
of things" encapsulates a compelling tension?a dialogue between the intangible and the material,
between aesthetic sensibilities and empirical realities. As technology advances and our engagement
with the physical environment deepens, understanding how poetry functions within this landscape
becomes essential. This article explores the multifaceted relationship between poetry, aesthetics,
and empirical understanding in contemporary society, revealing how poetic expression persists,
adapts, and even flourishes amid a universe of things.

Understanding the Context: A World of Things and Its Implications
The Material Turn in Contemporary Culture

In recent decades, there has been what cultural theorists refer to as a "material turn," emphasizing
the significance of physical objects, environments, and tangible phenomena in shaping human
experience. This shift reflects a move away from purely abstract or spiritual understandings of life
towards an appreciation of the material conditions that underpin existence.

- Economic and Technological Drivers: The proliferation of digital technology, consumerism, and
globalization has intensified focus on material goods. Smartphones, fashion, architecture?all are
embedded with aesthetic and cultural values.

- Philosophical Foundations: Thinkers like Maurice Merleau-Ponty and Bruno Latour have
highlighted how perception and materiality intertwine, emphasizing that our understanding of the
world is mediated through our engagement with things.

This material orientation raises questions about the relevance and form of poetic expression: How
does poetry contend with the concreteness of objects? Can it evoke or critique a world increasingly
mediated by things?

The Empirical Paradigm and Its Influence

Empiricism, emphasizing observation and measurable evidence, has become the dominant
epistemological paradigm across sciences and everyday reasoning. While poetry traditionally dwells
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in the realm of emotion, imagination, and transcendence, contemporary poets often grapple with
empirical realities:

- Environmental Crisis: Climate change, pollution, and ecological degradation demand poetic
responses rooted in observable phenomena.

- Data and Digitality: Poems now incorporate data sets, scientific imagery, and technological
motifs, blurring boundaries between art and science.

The integration of empirical elements into poetry challenges the genre to remain relevant, fostering
new aesthetic modes that resonate with scientific understanding and material facts.

The Aesthetic Dimensions of Poetry in a Material World
Redefining Aesthetic Experience

Traditionally, aesthetics in poetry involve the evocation of beauty, emotion, and imagination. In a
world saturated with things, aesthetic appreciation often shifts towards:

- Sensory Engagement: Poems that emphasize tactile, visual, or auditory sensations linked to
physical objects or environments.

- Materiality of Language: Variations in typography, concrete poetry, and visual arrangements
highlight the physicality of words, emphasizing their material presence.

By foregrounding the physicality of language, poets create works that resonate with the material
world, inviting readers to experience poetry not just as abstract ideas but as embodied sensations.

Poetry as an Aesthetic Critique of Things
Poets often use their craft to critique consumerism, environmental exploitation, and the

commodification of everyday life. Through aesthetic strategies?irony, paradox, vivid imagery?they
challenge audiences to reconsider their relationship with things:

- Eco-poetry: Highlighting ecological degradation and urging conservation.
- Object Poems: Focusing on ordinary objects to reveal their cultural and emotional significance.

This aesthetic approach transforms mundane things into sites of reflection, making poetry a potent
tool for critiquing material excess and fostering mindfulness.
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Empiri and Poetry: Bridging Science and Art
The Emergence of Scientific and Data-Driven Poetry
Recent years have seen the rise of poetry that integrates empirical data, scientific concepts, and

technological imagery. Some notable features include:

- Data as Poetic Material: Poems incorporate statistics, algorithms, or visualizations to evoke
emotional or philosophical responses.

- Scientific Imagery: Use of astrophysics, biology, and quantum mechanics to explore human
experience and existential questions.

Examples include works by poets like Rae Armantrout and Christian Bok, who experiment with
scientific language and structures, transforming empirical knowledge into poetic art.

Poetry as a Mode of Empirical Reflection
Beyond aesthetic experimentation, poetry functions as a reflective practice that interprets empirical

realities:

- Environmental Poetry: Documenting and humanizing ecological data and phenomena.
- Medical and Scientific Poetry: Giving voice to scientific discovery and the human conditions
intertwined with it.

This function positions poetry as a complementary form of knowledge, fostering empathy and
understanding through lyrical engagement with empirical truths.

Challenges and Opportunities: Navigating the Tensions

The Tension Between Aesthetics and Empiricism

One core challenge lies in reconciling poetic aesthetics with empirical rigor. Critics may argue that:
- Poetry risks becoming too literal or didactic when overly reliant on facts.
- Conversely, empirical data may strip poetry of its emotional and imaginative qualities.

Successful contemporary poets often navigate this tension by blending metaphorical language with
scientific accuracy, creating works that are both informative and evocative.
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Opportunities for Interdisciplinary Collaborations

The intersection of poetry, science, and material culture offers fertile ground for innovation:

- Poetry and Science Collaborations: Projects that pair poets with scientists to produce works that
communicate complex ideas accessibly.

- Technological Enhancements: Digital poetry, augmented reality, and interactive installations
extend poetic experience into physical and empirical realms.

Such collaborations expand the reach and impact of poetry, making it more relevant in a world of
things.

Conclusion: The Resilient and Transformative Power of Poetry

In a world saturated with things?objects that shape our environments, data that inform our
decisions, and empirical truths that challenge our beliefs?poetry remains a vital, dynamic force. Its
capacity to evoke emotion, critique material excess, and interpret empirical realities ensures its
enduring relevance. As poetry adapts to incorporate materiality and empirical insights, it not only
reflects our complex relationship with things but also shapes it, fostering a deeper understanding of
ourselves and our world.

Ultimately, "poetry in a world of things" underscores the genre?s resilience and versatility. It reminds
us that even amid the tangible and measurable, there remains an intrinsic human need for aesthetic
reflection, imagination, and emotional resonance?qualities that poetry uniquely sustains in the fabric
of modern life.

QuestionAnswer How does poetry in a world of things reflect contemporary aesthetic values?
Poetry in this context emphasizes the sensory and material aspects of the world, highlighting
textures, objects, and tangible experiences to evoke aesthetic appreciation rooted in the physical
environment. In what ways does empirical observation influence poetic expression today? Empirical
observation encourages poets to ground their work in real-world experiences and phenomena,
fostering authenticity and a direct connection between language and tangible reality. What role does
materiality play in shaping modern poetic themes? Materiality directs poets to explore the physical
gualities of objects and environments, emphasizing the significance of things and their aesthetic and
experiential qualities in poetic narratives. How can poetry serve as a critique of consumer culture
and materialism? Poetry can reveal the superficiality of material pursuits, question the value placed
on objects, and encourage reflection on the deeper, aesthetic, and emotional aspects of human
experience beyond material possessions. In what ways does the concept of 'things' influence poetic
form and structure? The focus on things often leads poets to experiment with concrete imagery,
fragmented structures, or object-based metaphors that mirror the physicality and immediacy of the
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material world. How does the tension between empiricism and aesthetic idealism manifest in
modern poetry? This tension manifests as poets balancing factual, observational details with
imaginative or idealized visions, creating works that are both grounded in reality and aspirational in
their aesthetic expression. What is the significance of sensory experience in poetry centered around
'things' and aesthetics? Sensory experience is crucial as it allows poets to evoke vivid images and
emotions tied to physical objects, making abstract ideas tangible through tactile, visual, olfactory,
and auditory descriptions. How does poetry in a world of things challenge traditional notions of
beauty and artistic value? It shifts focus from classical ideals of beauty to appreciation of the
everyday, mundane, and material, redefining aesthetic value as something found in the physical and
empirical aspects of life. Can poetry serve as a bridge between empirical reality and aesthetic
experience in today's digital age? Yes, poetry can synthesize empirical data and sensory-rich
language to create immersive experiences, fostering a deeper aesthetic engagement with the
increasingly digital and material world.

Related keywords: poetry, aesthetics, empiricism, materialism, sensory experience, artistic
expression, phenomenology, literary theory, perception, existentialism

living and nonliving things passage second grade

living and nonliving things passage second grade

Understanding the differences between living and nonliving things is an important part of a
second-grade science curriculum. This knowledge helps young students develop their observation
skills, expand their vocabulary, and foster a sense of curiosity about the world around them. A
well-structured passage on living and nonliving things can serve as an engaging educational
resource, helping children recognize and categorize the objects they see every day.

In this article, we will explore the characteristics that define living and nonliving things, provide
examples of each, and suggest activities to reinforce learning. Whether you're a teacher preparing a
lesson plan or a parent helping your child with homework, this comprehensive guide aims to make
the topic clear and accessible for second graders.

What Are Living Things?

Living things, also known as organisms, are beings that grow, reproduce, respond to their
environment, and have cells that make up their bodies. They are alive, meaning they have life
processes that sustain their existence. Understanding what makes something living is key to
distinguishing between living and nonliving things.
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Characteristics of Living Things

Living things share several defining features:

- Growth: Living things grow larger over time. For example, a seedling grows into a big tree.

- Reproduction: Living organisms can produce new living things, such as a puppy having
puppies or a plant producing seeds.

- Response to Stimuli: They can react to changes in their environment. For instance, plants
bend toward sunlight, and animals move away from danger.

- Cells: All living things are made up of tiny building blocks called cells.

- Need for Food: Living things require food to get energy and stay alive.

- Breathing: Many living things breathe, taking in oxygen or other gases.

Examples of Living Things

Here are some common examples of living things that second graders might observe:

- Animals: dogs, cats, birds, fish, insects

- Plants: trees, flowers, grass, bushes

- Humans: boys, girls, adults

- Microorganisms: bacteria, fungi (though microscopic, they are living)

What Are Nonliving Things?

Nonliving things are objects that do not grow, reproduce, or respond to their environment in the
ways living things do. They do not have cells or life processes. These objects can sometimes
resemble living things but lack the essential characteristics of life.

Characteristics of Nonliving Things

Nonliving things:

- Do not grow or change on their own

- Never reproduce or create new objects

- Do not respond to stimuli in a way that indicates life
- Are not made up of cells

- Do not need food or water to survive
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Examples of Nonliving Things

Common nonliving objects include:

- Rocks and stones

- Plastic toys and utensils

- Clothing and shoes

- Books and furniture

- Sunlight and air (non-solid nonliving things)

How to Tell the Difference Between Living and Nonliving Things

Helping second graders distinguish between living and nonliving things involves observation and
understanding their characteristics. Here are some simple ways to identify each:

Steps for Identification

- Look for movement or growth: Is the object growing or moving on its own?

- Check if it needs food or water: Does the object require nutrients or hydration?

- Observe response to environment: Does it react when touched or exposed to light?
- Consider if it can reproduce: Can it make more of itself?

Using these questions, children can practice sorting objects into living and nonliving categories.

Activities to Reinforce Learning

Engaging activities can make the concept of living and nonliving things more memorable and fun for
second graders.

1. Nature Walks

Take children on a walk in the school yard, park, or garden. Encourage them to observe and note
what they see.

- Ask them to identify at least three living things (e.g., a bird, a flower, an ant).
- Identify nonliving things (e.g., a rock, a bench, a piece of paper).
- Discuss how they know which are living and which are nonliving.
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2. Sorting Game
Provide pictures or objects representing various items.
- Have children sort them into two groups: living and nonliving.
- Ask them to explain their choices based on the characteristics discussed.
- This activity helps reinforce understanding through hands-on experience.
3. Drawing and Labeling
Ask children to draw a scene from nature, including both living and nonliving things.
- Label each item as living or nonliving.
- Describe why they categorized each object that way.
4. Classify and Compare
Create a chart with two columns: Living Things and Nonliving Things.

- Fill the chart with examples provided by the children.
- Discuss the differences in characteristics.

Key Vocabulary for Second Grade

Introducing and reinforcing key vocabulary helps students articulate their understanding:

- Living: Alive, grows, reproduces, responds

- Nonliving: Not alive, does not grow or respond

- Cell: The tiny building block of living things

- Reproduce: Make more of the same kind

- Stimulus: Something in the environment that causes a response

Summary

Understanding the difference between living and nonliving things is fundamental for second graders.
Living things have life processes such as growth, reproduction, and response to stimuli, while
nonliving things do not. By observing their surroundings, engaging in sorting activities, and
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discussing examples, children can develop a clear understanding of these concepts.

Encouraging curiosity and exploration through outdoor activities and hands-on experiments makes
learning about living and nonliving things both fun and educational. As students become more
familiar with the characteristics that define each, they build a strong foundation for future science
studies and a greater appreciation for the natural world around them.

Whether at home or in the classroom, this knowledge helps children develop critical thinking skills
and a scientific mindset that will serve them well as they continue to explore and learn about the
world.

Living and Nonliving Things Passage Second Grade: An In-Depth Review

Understanding the concepts of living and nonliving things is a fundamental part of early science
education, especially for second graders. Introducing young students to these ideas through
passages and passages-based activities helps build a strong foundation for future scientific learning.
In this article, we will explore the importance of these passages, their structure, benefits, challenges,
and tips for making the learning process engaging and effective.

The Importance of Living and Nonliving Things Passages in Second
Grade

Teaching second graders about living and nonliving things is a critical step in fostering their curiosity
about the natural world. Passages designed for this age group serve as an accessible entry point
into scientific classification and observation skills.

Why are these passages important?

- Early Scientific Literacy: They help students recognize and differentiate between living and
nonliving things.

- Vocabulary Development: Introduce age-appropriate scientific terminology.

- Observation Skills: Encourage students to observe characteristics and features of various
objects.

- Critical Thinking: Promote reasoning about what makes an organism alive or not.

- Preparation for Future Topics: Lay the groundwork for more complex science concepts like
ecosystems, habitats, and life cycles.

Features of Effective Passages
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- Age-appropriate language
- Clear definitions

- Engaging illustrations

- Interactive questions

- Real-life examples

Structure of a Typical Living and Nonliving Things Passage

Most passages aimed at second graders follow a simple, student-friendly structure designed to
facilitate comprehension and retention.

Introduction

- Briefly introduces the topic, such as ?What are living and nonliving things??

- Uses relatable examples, e.g., animals, trees, toys, rocks.
Key Characteristics

- Describes features that distinguish living things (growth, movement, reproduction, need for air
and water).

- Describes features of nonliving things (no growth, no movement without external cause, no
reproduction).
Examples and Comparisons

- Provides examples of living things like cats, plants, insects.

- Provides examples of nonliving things like chairs, water, rocks.

- Uses side-by-side comparisons to highlight differences.
Interactive Activities or Questions

- Includes questions like ?Is a car living or nonliving?? or ?What do plants need to grow??

- Promotes active engagement and critical thinking.

Summary and Conclusion
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- Reiterates main points.
- Reinforces distinctions through simple summaries.

Pros of Using Living and Nonliving Things Passages in Second Grade
Utilizing well-designed passages offers numerous benefits for young learners.

Features and Benefits

- Enhances Reading Skills: Integrates science content with literacy development.

- Visual Learning: lllustrations and photographs help visual learners understand concepts.

- Builds Scientific Vocabulary: Introduces words like ?alive,? ?growth,? ?reproduce,? ?nonliving.?
- Encourages Observation: Prompts students to observe their environment actively.

- Fosters Curiosity: Engages students? natural interest in the world around them.

- Supports Differentiated Learning: Can be adapted for varied reading levels.

Pros Summary

- Combines literacy and science education effectively.
- Encourages hands-on and visual learning.

- Easy to incorporate into daily lesson plans.

- Suitable for diverse classroom settings.

Challenges and Cons of Living and Nonliving Things Passages

Despite their many advantages, there are some challenges associated with using these passages in
second-grade classrooms.

Potential Drawbacks

- Simplification Risks: Over-simplifying concepts might lead to misconceptions.

- Limited Depth: Passages may not cover all aspects or nuances of the topic.

- Engagement Variability: Not all students may find static passages engaging.

- Dependence on Visuals: Over-reliance on pictures may hinder understanding for some learners.
- Language Barriers: English language learners may need additional support with vocabulary.

Addressing Challenges
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- Use a variety of teaching methods alongside passages, such as hands-on activities.
- Incorporate videos, experiments, and outdoor observations.

- Clarify misconceptions through discussion.

- Provide vocabulary supports, like word banks or visual aids.

Effective Strategies for Teaching Living and Nonliving Things
To maximize the effectiveness of passages, educators can employ various strategies:
Interactive Reading
- Encourage students to predict, ask questions, and summarize as they read.
- Use think-pair-share activities to promote discussion.
Hands-On Activities
- Sort objects into living and nonliving groups.
- Plant seeds and observe growth over time.
- Collect natural items from outside and classify them.
Visual Aids and Models
- Use charts, diagrams, and pictures to reinforce concepts.
- Create a classroom ?nature corner? with real examples.
Discussion and Reflection
- Ask open-ended questions to stimulate thinking.
- Have students draw or write about what they learned.
Assessment and Reinforcement
- Use simple quizzes or worksheets based on passages.

- Conduct informal observations during activities.

Sample Passage for Second Grade: Living vs. Nonliving Things
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Living things are things that grow, change, and reproduce. They need air, water, and food to stay
alive. Animals, plants, and insects are living things. For example, a dog can grow bigger, and a
sunflower can produce seeds.

Nonliving things do not grow, reproduce, or need food. They are not alive, but they can still be
useful. Examples include rocks, chairs, and water. Nonliving things can change because of weather
or human activity, but they do not grow or have babies.

Questions for Students:

- Is a tree a living or nonliving thing? Why?
- Name two nonliving things in the classroom.
- What do living things need to stay alive?

This simple passage introduces core ideas clearly and encourages students to think critically about
their environment.

Conclusion: Making Living and Nonliving Things Passages Effective

Living and nonliving things passages are a vital tool in second-grade science education. They serve
as accessible, engaging, and educational resources that help young learners grasp basic scientific
concepts. When carefully designed with age-appropriate language, vivid visuals, and interactive
elements, these passages can foster curiosity, improve literacy, and lay a solid foundation for future
scientific exploration.

While there are some challenges?such as oversimplification and engagement issues?these can be
mitigated through diverse teaching strategies, hands-on activities, and ongoing discussions.
Ultimately, the goal is to cultivate a sense of wonder and understanding about the natural world,
empowering students to observe, question, and appreciate the living and nonliving things around
them.

By integrating well-crafted passages with active learning approaches, educators can create a
dynamic and meaningful science learning experience for second graders that nurtures their natural
curiosity and supports their educational growth.

QuestionAnswer What is a living thing? A living thing is something that grows, breathes, and
needs food and water, like a dog or a tree. What is a nonliving thing? A nonliving thing is something
that does not grow, breathe, or need food, like a rock or a chair. Can a plant be a living or nonliving
thing? A plant is a living thing because it grows and needs water and sunlight. Is the sun a living or
nonliving thing? The sun is a nonliving thing because it does not grow or need food. Do animals
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need food to live? Yes, animals are living things and need food to grow and stay healthy. Are rocks
living or nonliving? Rocks are nonliving because they do not grow or breathe. What are some
examples of living things? Examples of living things are cats, flowers, and fish. What are some
examples of nonliving things? Examples of nonliving things are toys, water bottles, and buildings.
Why do plants need sunlight? Plants need sunlight to make their food and grow. How can you tell if
something is living or nonliving? You can tell if something is living if it grows, needs air or water, and
can move or respond. Nonliving things do not do these things.

Related keywords: living things, nonliving things, plants, animals, rocks, humans, environment,
characteristics, habitats, classification

Read the full article online: Living and nonliving things passage second grade
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