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action and linking verbs 6th grade is an essential topic in understanding how sentences are
formed and how they communicate ideas effectively. For 6th-grade students, mastering the
difference between action verbs and linking verbs is a fundamental step toward becoming confident
writers and readers. These types of verbs not only help in constructing clear sentences but also
enhance your ability to express actions, states, and qualities accurately. In this article, we will
explore what action and linking verbs are, how to identify them, and tips for using them correctly in
your writing.

Understanding Action and Linking Verbs

What Are Action Verbs?

Action verbs are words that show physical or mental actions. They tell us what the subject of a
sentence is doing. Action verbs are dynamic?they express movement or activity happening in the
sentence.

Examples of Action Verbs:

- Run
- Jump
- Write
- Think
- Sing
- Read
- Play
- Grow

Key Points About Action Verbs:

- They describe what the subject does.
- They can be physical actions (like running or jumping) or mental actions (like thinking or

imagining).
- They help make sentences lively and interesting.

What Are Linking Verbs?
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Linking verbs connect the subject of a sentence to additional information about the subject. Instead
of showing action, linking verbs describe a state of being or condition. They link the subject to a
noun, pronoun, or adjective that provides more details.

Common Linking Verbs:

- Be (am, is, are, was, were, be, been, being)
- Become
- Seem
- Feel
- Look
- Sound
- Taste
- Smell

Key Points About Linking Verbs:

- They do not show action.
- They connect the subject to a word that describes or identifies it.
- They often relate to senses or states of being.

How to Differentiate Between Action and Linking Verbs

Steps to Identify Action Verbs

- Ask "What is the subject doing?" If the subject is doing something, the verb is likely an action
verb.

- Try replacing the verb with a different action. If the sentence still makes sense, it's probably an
action verb.

Example:

- She runs every morning. (Running is an action, so "runs" is an action verb.)
- The dog barked loudly. ("Barked" shows an action.)

Steps to Identify Linking Verbs

Published by: j-dental-clinic.com Page 2 of 19



action and linking verbs 6th grade File PDF Vol. 2025, Issue 12

- Ask "What is the subject?" and then "What is the subject like?" or "What is happening to the
subject?"

- Replace the verb with a form of "be" (am, is, are, was, were). If the sentence still makes sense
and the verb fits naturally, it is a linking verb.

Example:

- The sky is blue. ("Is" links the sky to the description "blue.")
- She feels happy. ("Feels" links to the state of being happy.)

Examples of Action and Linking Verbs in Sentences

Action Verbs:

- The cat chased the mouse.
- I am reading a new book.
- They played soccer after school.
- We studied hard for the test.

Linking Verbs:

- The flowers are colorful.
- He became tired after running.
- The soup smells delicious.
- The students seem excited about the trip.

Tips for Sixth Graders to Master Action and Linking Verbs

- Practice with Sentences:

- Write sentences and identify the verbs.
- Decide if the verb is action or linking.

- Use Color Coding:
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- Highlight action verbs in one color.
- Highlight linking verbs in another.

- Create Verb Charts:

- Make a list of common action and linking verbs.
- Refer to it when writing or reviewing sentences.

- Play Verb Games:

- Online quizzes and games can make learning fun.
- For example, choose the correct verb in a sentence.

- Read Regularly:

- Pay attention to how verbs are used in stories and books.
- Notice the verbs the author uses and how they function.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

- Confusing action and linking verbs: Remember that action verbs show movement or activity,
while linking verbs connect the subject to more information.

- Using "to be" as an action verb: "Be" and its forms are linking verbs, not action verbs.
- Forgetting that some verbs can be both: Some verbs, like "look" or "feel," can be action or

linking depending on how they are used.

How to avoid these mistakes:

- Always ask yourself what the verb is doing.
- Replace the verb with "is" or "was" to see if it functions as a linking verb.
- Practice with sentences regularly.

Practice Exercises for 6th Grade Students
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Exercise 1: Identify the Verbs

Read the sentences below and underline the verbs. Then, label each as either action or linking.

- The children played outside all afternoon.
- The cake tastes sweet.
- She is a talented singer.
- They ran to catch the bus.
- The sky looks cloudy today.

Exercise 2: Fill in the Blanks

Choose the correct verb from the parentheses to complete each sentence.

- The dog (barked / is) loudly.
- She (feels / runs) happy about her grades.
- We (are / jump) excited for the trip.
- The flowers (are / smell) fragrant.
- He (became / read) a doctor after college.

Exercise 3: Create Sentences

Make your own sentences using:

- At least two action verbs.
- At least two linking verbs.

Conclusion

Understanding the difference between action and linking verbs is crucial for 6th graders learning
about sentence structure. Action verbs bring energy and movement to sentences, while linking verbs
provide important information about the subject's state or identity. By practicing identifying and using
these verbs correctly, students improve their writing skills and develop a stronger grasp of English
grammar. Remember, the key is to ask questions like "What is the subject doing?" for action verbs
and "What is the subject like?" for linking verbs. Keep practicing, reading, and exploring
sentences?soon, these concepts will become second nature!

Keywords: action verbs 6th grade, linking verbs 6th grade, grammar for 6th graders, types of verbs,
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verb identification, learning verbs, English grammar, sentence structure, grammar tips for students
 
Action and Linking Verbs 6th Grade: An In-Depth Exploration for Young Learners and Educators

Understanding the building blocks of sentences is a fundamental step in mastering the English
language, especially for sixth-grade students who are expanding their vocabulary and grammatical
skills. Among these foundational elements are action and linking verbs, two essential types of verbs
that serve different functions within sentences. This article provides a comprehensive review of
action and linking verbs tailored specifically for sixth-grade learners, educators, and parents seeking
to deepen their understanding of these concepts.

Introduction to Action and Linking Verbs

Every sentence contains a verb?the word that expresses an action or a state of being. Recognizing
the role of different verbs helps students construct clear, grammatically correct sentences.

Action verbs describe physical or mental actions. They tell what the subject is doing. For example:
run, jump, think, or write.

Linking verbs connect the subject to additional information about the subject, usually describing a
state of being or condition. Common linking verbs include forms of "to be" (am, is, are, was, were)
and sensory verbs like "seem," "become," or "appear."

Understanding these two categories is crucial because they dictate how sentences are formed and
understood.

The Role of Action Verbs in Sentences

What Are Action Verbs?

Action verbs are verbs that express physical or mental actions performed by the subject of the
sentence. They are dynamic and often answer questions like "what is happening?" or "what does
the subject do?"

Examples of Action Verbs:

- Run
- Jump
- Think
- Write

Published by: j-dental-clinic.com Page 6 of 19



action and linking verbs 6th grade File PDF Vol. 2025, Issue 12

- Sing
- Read
- Play
- Study
- Laugh
- Climb

Physical Actions: run, jump, climb, write, throw, dance

Mental Actions: think, imagine, decide, analyze, consider

Identifying Action Verbs in Sentences

To identify an action verb:

- Find the main verb in the sentence.
- Ask yourself: "What is the subject doing?"
- Check if the verb describes an action that can be visualized or performed.

Sample Sentences:

- The dog barked loudly.
- She studies every evening.
- They played soccer after school.
- I am reading a fascinating book.

In sentence 4, "reading" is the action that the subject "I" is doing.

The Importance of Action Verbs in Writing

Action verbs make sentences lively and engaging. They help convey movement, emotion, and
activity, making writing more vivid and relatable. For sixth graders, mastering action verbs allows for
more expressive storytelling and clearer communication.

Understanding Linking Verbs and Their Functions

What Are Linking Verbs?

Linking verbs do not show action. Instead, they connect the subject to a word or phrase that
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describes or identifies it. These verbs are often forms of "to be" and sensory or state-of-being verbs.

Common Linking Verbs:

- To be: am, is, are, was, were, be, being, been
- Sensory verbs: seem, appear, become, feel, look, smell, sound, taste

Examples:

- She is a talented musician.
- The cake smells delicious.
- They became friends quickly.
- The sky looks cloudy today.

Identifying Linking Verbs in Sentences

To identify a linking verb:

- Find the main verb.
- Ask: "Does this verb connect the subject to more information about it?"
- If yes, it?s a linking verb.

Sample Sentences:

- The flowers are blooming.
- He seems tired after a long day.
- The soup tastes salty.
- My brother was excited about the trip.

In each case, the verb links the subject with a description or condition.

The Role of Linking Verbs in Sentence Structure

Linking verbs are vital for describing states of being, qualities, or conditions. They help provide
additional details about the subject, making sentences more informative and descriptive.

Differentiating Action and Linking Verbs: Key Tips
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While action and linking verbs often look similar, their functions differ. Here are some helpful tips for
sixth graders to distinguish between them:

- Ask the "Doing" Question:

If the verb answers "What is the subject doing?" it's likely an action verb.

- Check for Descriptive Connection:

If the verb connects the subject to a description or identity, it's probably a linking verb.

- Test the Verb:

Replace the verb with a form of "to be" (am, is, are, was, were). If the sentence still makes sense,
the original verb was likely a linking verb.

Example:

- The cake smells wonderful.

Replace with: The cake is wonderful. (Makes sense) ? "smells" is a linking verb.

- She runs every morning.

Replace with: She is every morning. (Does not make sense) ? "runs" is an action verb.

Common Confusions and Clarifications

- Verbs That Can Be Both Action and Linking Verbs

Some verbs, such as "look" or "feel," can be both action and linking verbs depending on context.

- Action: She looked at the painting. (She directed her eyes)
- Linking: She looked happy. (Her appearance or expression)
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- Verbs That Are Always Linking

Some verbs are only used as linking verbs, such as "be," "seem," and "become."

Activities and Practice Exercises

To reinforce understanding, here are some activities suitable for sixth graders:

- Sentence Sorting:

Create a list of sentences. Students identify and categorize the verbs as action or linking.

- Verb Replacement:

Students replace action verbs with linking verbs where appropriate, or vice versa, to see how
meaning changes.

- Fill-in-the-Blank:

Provide sentences with missing verbs. Students choose the correct action or linking verb.

Sample Exercise:

Fill in the blank with either a suitable action or linking verb:

- The children ____ excited about the trip. (are / run)
- The cake ____ delicious. (tastes / is)
- She ____ a new book yesterday. (read / is reading)

Conclusion: Mastery of Action and Linking Verbs for Sixth Grade
Success

A solid understanding of action and linking verbs 6th grade is crucial in fostering confident writers
and effective communicators. Recognizing the difference between these two types of verbs
enhances sentence construction, clarity, and expressive ability. Sixth graders who grasp these
concepts can better analyze sentences, improve their writing, and develop a richer vocabulary.
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By practicing identification, understanding their functions, and applying them in various contexts,
students build a strong grammatical foundation that supports their overall language development.
Teachers and parents can support this learning through engaging activities, real-world examples,
and encouraging curiosity about how verbs shape our communication every day.

In the journey of learning English, action and linking verbs are key tools?powerful, versatile, and
essential for expressing thoughts clearly and effectively. As students continue to grow in their
language skills, mastery of these verbs paves the way for more complex sentence structures,
creative writing, and confident public speaking.

Empowering sixth graders with a thorough understanding of action and linking verbs not only
improves their grammatical skills but also enhances their overall communication abilities?an
essential step towards becoming articulate and confident individuals in the world of language.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is an action verb? An action verb is a word that shows what someone or
something is doing, like run, jump, or eat. How do linking verbs work in a sentence? Linking verbs
connect the subject of a sentence to a word that describes or identifies it, like 'is,' 'am,' or 'was.' Can
you give examples of common action verbs? Yes, examples include run, play, write, read, and sing.
What are some common linking verbs used in 6th grade? Common linking verbs include is, are,
was, were, be, being, and been. How can I tell the difference between action and linking verbs? You
can tell by seeing if the verb shows an action (like jump or run) or links the subject to more
information (like is or am). If the verb connects the subject to a description or identity, it's a linking
verb. 

 
Related keywords: action verbs, linking verbs, 6th grade grammar, verb types, verb examples,
predicate verbs, helping verbs, main verbs, verb functions, grammar lessons

main verbs and helping verbs

Main Verbs and Helping Verbs: Understanding the Foundation of
English Grammar

In the realm of English grammar, mastering the use of verbs is essential for constructing clear,
meaningful sentences. Among the various types of verbs, main verbs and helping verbs (also
known as auxiliary verbs) are fundamental components that work together to convey actions, states,
and nuances of time and mood. Understanding the distinction between these two categories is
crucial for both language learners and advanced speakers aiming to improve their grammatical
accuracy and expressive power.
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What Are Main Verbs?

Definition of Main Verbs

Main verbs are the primary verbs in a sentence that express the core action, occurrence, or state of
being. They carry the main semantic content, providing the essential information about what the
subject is doing or experiencing.

Types of Main Verbs

- Action Verbs: Describe physical or mental actions. Examples include run, jump, think, and
write.

- Linking Verbs: Connect the subject to a complement that describes or identifies it. Common
linking verbs include be, seem, become, and appear.

- Stative Verbs: Express states, feelings, or conditions rather than actions. Examples include
love, know, believe, and prefer.

Examples of Main Verbs in Sentences

- The dog barked loudly.
- She is a talented musician.
- They believe in honesty.

Understanding Helping Verbs

Definition of Helping Verbs

Helping verbs, or auxiliary verbs, are used alongside main verbs to form verb phrases that provide
additional information about aspects such as tense, mood, voice, or emphasis. They do not carry
the main semantic load but are essential for grammatical correctness and expressing complex
ideas.

Common Helping Verbs

- Be: am, is, are, was, were, been, being
- Have: have, has, had
- Do: do, does, did
- Modal Verbs: can, could, will, would, shall, should, may, might, must
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Functions of Helping Verbs

- Forming Tenses: Helping verbs combine with main verbs to indicate time. For example, "She 
is eating" (present continuous).

- Expressing Mood: Modal verbs convey possibility, necessity, or permission, such as "She can
swim."

- Creating Voice: Helping verbs help form passive voice, e.g., "The song was sung by her."
- Adding Emphasis: Auxiliary verbs can emphasize the main verb, as in "I do want to go."

Examples of Helping Verbs in Sentences

- She is reading a book.
- They have finished their homework.
- He can speak three languages.
- We did not understand the instructions.

How Main Verbs and Helping Verbs Work Together

The Verb Phrase Concept

In English, sentences often contain verb phrases composed of helping verbs and main verbs. The
helping verb(s) set the grammatical context, while the main verb provides the core action or state.

Examples of Verb Phrases

- She has been working all day.
- They will be arriving soon.
- I should have gone earlier.
- The cake was baked by Mary.

Constructing Sentences with Main and Helping Verbs

- Identify the main action or state you want to express.
- Determine the tense, mood, or voice you need to convey.
- Add the appropriate helping verb(s) before the main verb to form the correct verb phrase.

Differences Between Main Verbs and Helping Verbs
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Semantic Content

- Main verbs: Carry the primary meaning of the sentence.
- Helping verbs: Support the main verb, providing grammatical context but not adding significant

meaning alone.

Position in Sentences

- Main verbs typically appear as the main element in a verb phrase or as the predicate.
- Helping verbs always precede main verbs in a verb phrase.

Examples Highlighting the Difference
SentenceVerb PhraseMain VerbHelping Verb(s)She is running fast.is runningrunningisThey have
finished their work.have finishedfinishedhaveHe can swim.can swimswimcan

Common Mistakes to Avoid with Main and Helping Verbs

- Omitting helping verbs: Missing helping verbs can lead to grammatical errors, especially in
tense formation (e.g., saying "She run" instead of "She is running").

- Using incorrect helping verbs: For example, using "do" instead of "does" with third person
singular subjects (e.g., "He do it" instead of "He does it").

- Confusing main and helping verbs: Remember that main verbs carry the main meaning,
while helping verbs support the main verb.

Tips for Mastering Main and Helping Verbs

- Learn common helping verbs and their functions.
- Practice identifying main verbs and helping verbs in sentences.
- Understand tense and mood to correctly combine helping and main verbs.
- Use grammar exercises and quizzes to reinforce your knowledge.
- Read extensively to see how verbs are used in context.

Conclusion

Understanding the distinction and relationship between main verbs and helping verbs is vital for
constructing grammatically correct and expressive sentences in English. Main verbs provide the
core meaning, describing actions or states, while helping verbs facilitate tense, mood, and voice. By
mastering their usage, you can enhance your communication skills, write more fluently, and gain
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confidence in your language abilities. Whether you are learning English as a second language or
refining your skills as a native speaker, a solid grasp of these fundamental verb types will serve as a
cornerstone for your grammatical proficiency.
 
Main verbs and helping verbs are fundamental components of English grammar that play a crucial
role in constructing meaningful sentences. Understanding the distinction between these two types of
verbs, their functions, and their proper usage is essential for mastering the language. Whether
you're a student striving to improve your writing, a teacher aiming to explain grammar concepts
more effectively, or a language enthusiast eager to deepen your understanding, a comprehensive
grasp of main verbs and helping verbs will significantly enhance your communication skills.

Introduction to Main Verbs and Helping Verbs

At the core of English sentence structure lie verbs, which express actions, states, or occurrences.
Among these, main verbs and helping verbs (also known as auxiliary verbs) work together to form
complete thoughts and convey nuanced meanings. The primary difference is that main verbs
typically carry the main action or state of the subject, while helping verbs assist the main verb by
providing additional information about tense, mood, voice, or emphasis.

Main Verbs

Definition and Role

Main verbs are the primary verbs in a sentence that express the core action or state of being. They
stand alone to convey the main idea of the sentence and can often stand alone in simple sentences.
For example, in the sentence "She runs every morning," the verb "runs" is the main verb that
describes the action performed by the subject "she."

Types of Main Verbs

Main verbs can be classified into two broad categories:

- Action Verbs: These describe physical or mental actions. Examples include "write," "run,"
"think," "dance," and "study."

- Stative Verbs: These describe states of being, feelings, or conditions. Examples include "be,"
"seem," "know," "believe," and "love."

Features of Main Verbs
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- They can stand alone as the predicate in simple sentences.
- They conjugate to reflect tense, number, and person (e.g., "run" vs. "runs," "played" vs. "play").
- They can be transitive (taking a direct object) or intransitive (not requiring an object).

Examples of Main Verbs in Sentences

- She reads every night.
- They are happy.
- The dog barked loudly.
- I believe in honesty.

Helping Verbs (Auxiliary Verbs)

Definition and Role

Helping verbs, or auxiliary verbs, assist the main verb in a sentence, providing additional information
about tense, mood, voice, or emphasis. They are essential in forming various verb tenses and
structures, especially in complex sentences.

Common Helping Verbs

The most frequently used helping verbs are:

- Be: am, is, are, was, were, been, being
- Have: have, has, had
- Do: do, does, did
- Modals: can, could, may, might, shall, should, will, would, must, ought to

Functions of Helping Verbs

- Form Tenses: E.g., "She is working," "They had finished."
- Form Questions and Negatives: E.g., "Do you like it?" "She does not agree."
- Express Mood or Attitude: E.g., "You should see a doctor."
- Form Passive Voice: E.g., "The cake was baked by Mary."

Examples of Helping Verbs in Sentences
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- She is studying for her exams.
- They have completed the project.
- He can swim very well.
- We should leave early.

Differences Between Main Verbs and Helping Verbs

| Aspect | Main Verbs | Helping Verbs |

|---------|--------------|--------------|

| Purpose | Express the main action or state | Assist main verbs to form tenses, questions,
negatives, or moods |

| Can stand alone | Yes, in simple sentences | Usually need a main verb to complete the meaning |

| Examples | run, be, think, eat | have, be, do, can, will |

| Position | Usually at the core of the predicate | Before the main verb (except in some imperative
sentences) |

How to Identify Main and Helping Verbs

Steps for Identification

- Find the main action or state in the sentence: Look for the verb that conveys the primary
meaning.

- Check for auxiliary words: Identify if there are helping verbs that precede or follow the main
verb.

- Determine if the verb is standalone or part of a verb phrase: Main verbs can function
independently in simple sentences; helping verbs require a main verb to complete the phrase.

Example Analysis

- Sentence: "She has been working all day."
- Main verb: "working"
- Helping verbs: "has been"

Common Pitfalls and Tips
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- Confusing main and helping verbs: Remember that helping verbs always accompany a main
verb, which carries the core meaning.

- Overusing auxiliary verbs: Sometimes, sentences are clearer if auxiliary verbs are omitted,
especially in informal contexts.

- Misidentifying verb phrases: Be attentive to multi-word verb phrases, such as "have been," "will
be," or "might have."

Practical Uses and Applications

Language Learning

Understanding the distinction helps learners form correct tense and aspect, improving both spoken
and written communication.

Writing and Composition

Knowing when to use auxiliary verbs allows for more nuanced and grammatically correct sentences,
especially in complex or formal writing.

Grammar Correction and Editing

Identifying auxiliary and main verbs is essential for spotting tense errors, voice issues, or sentence
fragment problems.

Pros and Cons of Main and Helping Verbs

Pros:

- Enable rich and precise expression of time, mood, and voice.
- Facilitate complex sentence structures.
- Essential for forming questions, negatives, and passive voice.

Cons:

- Can be confusing for beginners to differentiate.
- Overuse or misuse can lead to grammatical errors.
- Complex verb phrases may cause ambiguity in interpretation.

Summary and Conclusion
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Mastering the distinction between main verbs and helping verbs is a cornerstone of effective English
grammar. Main verbs carry the primary meaning of a sentence, representing actions or states, while
helping verbs support these main verbs by providing additional grammatical context, such as tense,
mood, or voice. Recognizing and correctly utilizing both types of verbs enables speakers and writers
to craft clear, accurate, and expressive sentences. Whether you're constructing simple sentences or
complex ones with multiple verb phrases, understanding the roles of main and helping verbs will
elevate your command of the language and improve your overall communication skills.

In conclusion, a solid grasp of main verbs and helping verbs enriches your language proficiency and
allows for more precise and varied expression. Practice identifying these verbs in everyday reading
and writing, and over time, their usage will become second nature. Remember, mastering these
fundamental components of grammar opens the door to more advanced language skills and greater
confidence in your English communication.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the main difference between main verbs and helping verbs? Main verbs
express the primary action or state of being in a sentence, while helping verbs assist the main verb
to form different tenses, moods, or voices. Can you give examples of helping verbs commonly used
in English? Yes, common helping verbs include am, is, are, was, were, has, have, had, will, shall,
can, could, may, might, should, would, and must. How do you identify a main verb in a sentence? A
main verb is the word that shows the action or state of the subject and can stand alone without help.
For example, in 'She runs daily,' 'runs' is the main verb. What role do helping verbs play in forming
questions and negatives? Helping verbs are used with main verbs to construct questions and
negatives. For example, in 'Do you like coffee?' 'do' is the helping verb, and in 'She does not like
tea,' 'does' helps form the negative. Can a verb be both a main verb and a helping verb? Yes, some
verbs like 'can,' 'may,' and 'must' can function as both main verbs and helping verbs depending on
their usage in a sentence. Why is it important to understand the difference between main and
helping verbs? Understanding the difference helps in constructing correct sentences, identifying
tenses, and improving overall grammar and communication skills. Are auxiliary verbs the same as
helping verbs? Yes, auxiliary verbs are a type of helping verb used alongside main verbs to form
different tenses, questions, and negatives in sentences. 

 
Related keywords: action verbs, auxiliary verbs, modal verbs, verb tense, verb forms, verb
phrases, lexical verbs, grammatical verbs, finite verbs, non-finite verbs
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