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The transformation of Jesus from a Jewish preacher and prophet into the divine figure venerated as
God in Christian theology is a complex historical and theological journey. This process, often
referred to as the exaltation of Jesus, reflects a profound evolution within early Jewish communities
and the subsequent development of Christian doctrine. Understanding how Jesus became regarded
as God involves exploring the socio-religious context of Second Temple Judaism, the life and
teachings of Jesus himself, and the early Christian movement's theological innovations. This article
delves into these aspects, tracing the historical, cultural, and theological pathways that led to
Jesus's exaltation as divine.

Historical Context: Judaism in the Second Temple Period
Jewish Monotheism and Expectations of the Messiah

During the Second Temple period (roughly 516 BCE ? 70 CE), Jewish communities were firmly
rooted in monotheism?the belief in one God, Yahweh. This monotheistic foundation was central to
Jewish identity and religious practice. However, within this context, there were diverse messianic
expectations: many Jews anticipated a future anointed leader (the Messiah) who would restore
Israel, bring peace, and establish God's kingdom on earth.

Key points about messianic expectation at this time include:

- Diverse interpretations: Some expected a political and military leader, others a spiritual or
priestly figure.

- Messiah as a human figure: Most Jewish expectations emphasized a mortal, human Messiah,
not a divine being.

- Eschatological hope: The Messiah was seen as a figure fulfilling God's promises in the end
times.

The Religious Landscape of Jesus?s Time

Jesus lived in a complex religious environment filled with various sects?Pharisees, Sadducees,
Essenes, Zealots?and diverse beliefs about God's kingdom and the messianic role. This diversity
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influenced how Jesus's followers began to interpret his life and mission.

Key aspects include:

- The emphasis on obedience to Torah and purity laws.
- Expectations of a Messianic figure who would deliver Israel.
- The presence of apocalyptic ideas and divine intervention.

Understanding this background helps explain how early followers began to see Jesus not only as a
messianic figure but as embodying divine qualities.

The Life and Teachings of Jesus: Foundations for Divinity
Jesus?s Self-Understanding

While the Gospels present Jesus as aware of his unique relationship with God, he primarily
positioned himself as a prophet, teacher, and messianic figure. His teachings on the kingdom of
God, compassion, and righteousness set the stage for later divine exaltation.

Major elements of Jesus's life that contributed to his divine exaltation include:

- His claims about being the Son of God.
- Miracles and healings attributed to him.
- His interpretation of the Law and authority to forgive sins.

Miracles and Signs

The Gospel accounts emphasize Jesus performing numerous miracles?healings, exorcisms, nature
miracles?that signified divine authority. These acts were seen by followers as evidence of his
special status and hinted at his divine nature.

Key miracles include:

- Healing the sick and blind.

- Feeding thousands with a few loaves and fishes.
- Calming storms and walking on water.

- Raising the dead, such as Lazarus.
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Such signs fostered belief among followers that Jesus was more than an ordinary human.
Jesus?s Claims and Titles
Throughout the Gospels, Jesus uses titles and phrases that imply a divine identity:

- "Son of Man"?a term with messianic and divine connotations.

- "l am" statements?aligning with God's self-revelation in Exodus.

- Claims of authority over the Law and forgiveness of sins.

These statements laid the groundwork for later theological interpretations that saw Jesus as divine.

The Early Christian Movement and the Exaltation of Jesus
Initial Beliefs: Jesus as the Messiah and the Son of God
Following Jesus?s death, his followers began to interpret his life and resurrection as evidence of his
divine nature. Early Christians believed that Jesus?s resurrection confirmed his status as the
Messiah and Son of God.
Key developments:

- The resurrection as the ultimate proof of divine sonship.

- The belief that Jesus?s death was redemptive.

- The recognition of Jesus?s divine authority in preaching and practice.
Hellenistic Influence and Theological Innovation
As Christianity spread into the Greco-Roman world, Hellenistic ideas about divine figures and
divine-human hybrids influenced Christian theology. Concepts of divine exaltation and the divine
status of Jesus became more explicit.
Main points include:

- Adoption of language from Hellenistic religions.

- Emphasis on Jesus?s pre-existence and divine nature.
- Use of philosophical terms like Logos to describe Christ?s divine role.
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Development of Christological Titles
Throughout the first few centuries CE, Christian theologians formalized titles that emphasized

Jesus?s divine exaltation:

- Kyrios (Lord): Used to denote divine authority, aligning Jesus with God.
- Theos (God): Application of divine titles to Jesus in hymns and creeds.
- Logos: The divine Word through whom all things were made.
These titles helped articulate the belief that Jesus had been exalted to divine status.
Theological Foundations for the Exaltation of Jesus
Pauline Christology
Paul?s letters are among the earliest Christian writings and significantly shaped the understanding

of Jesus?s divinity. Paul emphasizes:

- Jesus?s pre-existence as the divine Logos.
- His death and resurrection as pivotal for salvation.
- Jesus being "exalted at the right hand of God" (e.g., Philippians 2:9-11).
Paul?s Christology laid the groundwork for later doctrines of Jesus?s divine exaltation.
Nicene Creed and Formalization of Divinity
By the 4th century, ecumenical councils like Nicaea (325 CE) officially affirmed the divinity of Jesus:
- Declaring Jesus as "begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father."
- Affirming that Jesus is fully divine and fully human.
- Establishing the doctrine of the Trinity.

This formalization cemented the exalted status of Jesus within Christian orthodoxy.

Key Theological Concepts

- Hypostatic Union: The doctrine that Jesus is both fully divine and fully human.
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- Exaltation: The belief that Jesus ascended to heaven and was glorified as God.
- Veneration: Worship directed to Jesus as God.

Impact and Significance of Jesus?s Divine Exaltation
Influence on Christian Worship and Doctrine

The exaltation of Jesus as God has deeply influenced Christian liturgy, prayer, and doctrine:

- Centrality of Jesus in worship.
- The doctrine of the Trinity.
- The belief in Jesus?s ongoing divine presence and intercession.

Theological and Cultural Legacy

Understanding how Jesus became God helps explain the development of Christian identity and its
divergence from Jewish monotheism. It also highlights:

- The process of theological reflection over centuries.
- The shaping of Christian art, music, and liturgy around Jesus?s divine status.
- The ongoing influence of Christological doctrines in contemporary Christianity.

Conclusion: The Exaltation as a Historical and Theological Process

The journey of Jesus from a Jewish preacher to the divine Son of God encapsulates a complex
interplay of historical events, cultural influences, and theological development. Rooted in Jewish
monotheism yet inspired by Hellenistic philosophies, early Christians gradually articulated and
formalized the belief in Jesus?s divine exaltation. This process was driven by experiences of the
resurrection, miracles, and doctrinal reflection, culminating in the creeds and doctrines that define
mainstream Christianity today. Recognizing this evolution enriches our understanding of Christian
origins and the profound significance attributed to Jesus?s divine identity in Christian faith and
practice.

SEO Keywords: How Jesus became God, exaltation of Jesus, Jesus Christ divinity, early Christian
theology, Jesus as divine, Christological titles, development of Christian doctrine, Jesus?s

resurrection and divinity, history of Jesus?s exaltation, Second Temple Judaism and Jesus

How Jesus Became God: The Exaltation of a Jewish Preacher
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The journey of Jesus from a Jewish preacher in the first century to being recognized as divine by
billions around the world is a complex and fascinating story?one that intertwines history, theology,
culture, and evolving beliefs. This transformation, often termed the "exaltation of Jesus," reflects not
only doctrinal development but also socio-political shifts within the early Christian community.
Understanding how Jesus became regarded as divine involves examining his Jewish roots, the
context of Second Temple Judaism, the early Christian movement's emergence, and the theological
innovations that led to his exaltation as God.

The Jewish Context: Jesus within First-Century Judaism
Jesus as a Jewish Preacher

Jesus of Nazareth was a figure rooted firmly in the Jewish tradition of his time. Born into a Jewish
family and immersed in the religious life of first-century Judea, he was a preacher and healer who
drew followers through teachings rooted in Hebrew scriptures, such as the Torah and the Prophets.
His message emphasized repentance, the imminent Kingdom of God, and ethical living, often
drawing parallels with Jewish messianic expectations.

Messianic Expectations in Judaism

To understand how Jesus was perceived, it's essential to grasp the messianic hopes prevalent
among Jews during his lifetime:

- Political and Religious Messiah: Many expected a figure who would restore Israel's
independence, overthrow Roman rule, and re-establish Davidic sovereignty.

- A Prophet or Teacher: Others viewed the Messiah more as a prophet or spiritual leader,
emphasizing moral reform.

- Diverse Interpretations: Different Jewish groups?Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes?had varying
expectations about the Messiah?s nature and role.

Jesus? teachings resonated with some messianic themes but also challenged existing religious
authorities, which contributed to his controversial reputation.

Jewish Monotheism and Expectations of Divine Status

Judaism was strictly monotheistic, emphasizing the worship of one God, Yahweh. The idea of a
human being being divine or exalted to divine status was controversial and often viewed as
blasphemy. Therefore, initial Jewish followers of Jesus would have been cautious about any claims
that elevated Jesus to divine status, seeing him as a messianic figure but not inherently divine.
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The Early Christian Movement: From Jesus to Christ
The Resurrection as a Turning Point

The pivotal event in the transformation of Jesus? identity was the resurrection. Early followers
experienced visions and believed Jesus had risen from the dead, which they interpreted as proof of
his divine authority. This experience laid the foundation for the nascent Christian belief that Jesus
was more than a prophet or teacher?it was evidence of his divine nature.

The Development of Christology

Christology?the study of Christ?s nature?developed rapidly in the years following Jesus? death:

- Early Jewish-Christian Views: Some believed Jesus was a divine agent or a manifestation of
God, but still distinct from God the Father.

- Hellenistic Influences: As Christianity spread into the Greco-Roman world, philosophical
concepts of divine emanation, logos (word), and divine sonship influenced how Jesus was
understood.

- Pauline Theology: Paul?s letters, some of the earliest Christian writings, emphasize Jesus?
divine sonship, his pre-existence, and his role in salvation.

Key Texts and Theological Ideas

- Philippians 2:6-11: Describes Jesus? pre-existence and his voluntary humility, leading to
exaltation.

- Colossians 1:15-20: Presents Jesus as the image of the invisible God and the agent of creation.

- Romans 1:3-4: Affirms Jesus as the Son of God declared to be such by his resurrection.

These writings reflect a shift from viewing Jesus solely as a human messiah to recognizing him as
divine.

The Exaltation of Jesus: From Human Preacher to Divine Lord
The Concept of Exaltation

In the New Testament and early Christian thought, exaltation refers to the elevation of Jesus? status
after his death and resurrection. This process involved:
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- Resurrection: Affirmed Jesus? divine authority.

- Ascension: Jesus? return to heaven and seat at the right hand of God.

- Worship and Titling: Early Christians began worshiping Jesus and attributing divine titles to him.
Theological Foundations of Jesus? Divinity
Several key doctrines underpin the exaltation:

- Pre-Existence: Jesus existed before his earthly life, as the divine Logos.

- Divine Sonship: Jesus shares in the divine nature, not merely adopted as divine.

- Second Person of the Trinity: Over centuries, Christian doctrine formalized the understanding of
Jesus as the second person of the Trinity, co-equal and co-eternal with God.
The Role of Worship and Creed
Early Christian creeds, such as the Nicene Creed (4th century), explicitly stated Jesus? divine
status:

- "He is God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God."

This formalized the belief that Jesus was not just a revered prophet but was truly divine, equal with
the Father.

Socio-Political and Cultural Factors in Jesus? Divine Elevation
The Influence of Greco-Roman Culture
As Christianity spread into the Hellenistic world, Greco-Roman ideas about divine kingship and

divine sons influenced Christian theology:

- Divine Kingship: Emperors were often deified; early Christians adapted this concept to elevate
Jesus.

- Logos Philosophy: The idea of the divine Logos as the divine reason or word became a bridge
to understanding Jesus? divine nature.

The Shift from Jewish Monotheism to Trinitarian Doctrine

The early church grappled with maintaining monotheism while acknowledging Jesus? divine status.
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This led to the development of the Trinity doctrine, which articulated:

- One God in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
- Jesus as the second person of the Trinity, fully divine and consubstantial with the Father.

This theological evolution was crucial in solidifying Jesus? exalted divine status within mainstream
Christianity.

Conclusion: The Making of a Divine Figure

The transformation of Jesus from a Jewish preacher into the divine Lord worshiped by Christians
was a gradual process, shaped by historical events, theological debates, and cultural influences. It
was not an abrupt change but a complex development rooted in the earliest followers? experiences
and interpretations of his life, death, and resurrection.

While Jesus was seen as a messianic figure within Judaism, his exaltation as God was a distinctive
doctrinal development that reflected the early Christian community?s effort to understand and
articulate the profound significance of his life and resurrection. Over centuries, this belief became
formalized into doctrines that define mainstream Christianity today?affirming that Jesus is both fully
human and fully divine, the exalted Son of God who reigns in heaven.

This journey from a Jewish preacher to the divine Christ demonstrates how religious ideas evolve
through a confluence of faith, experience, cultural exchange, and theological reflection?an enduring
story that continues to shape religious thought around the world.

QuestionAnswer How does the concept of Jesus's exaltation relate to Jewish pre-existing beliefs
about divine figures? The exaltation of Jesus reflects the Jewish belief in the possibility of a human
being elevated to divine status, aligning with ideas of divine kingship and messianic prophecy
present in Jewish tradition prior to Christianity. What role did Jewish messianic expectations play in
the development of Jesus's divinity? Jewish messianic expectations of a future king or divine figure
who would bring salvation influenced early Christian views of Jesus's exaltation, framing him as the
fulfillment of these prophetic hopes and elevating his status to divine. In what ways does the
exaltation of Jesus as God challenge or conform to Jewish monotheistic beliefs? The exaltation of
Jesus as divine introduces a complex dynamic within Jewish monotheism, challenging strict
monotheistic views by emphasizing a divine figure within the Godhead, yet early Christians argued
this was consistent with their understanding of God's unfolding revelation. How did early Jewish
pre-Christian beliefs about divine exaltation influence the Christian doctrine of Jesus's divinity? Early
Jewish beliefs about divine exaltation, such as the elevation of righteous figures or kings, provided a
cultural and theological framework that helped shape Christian doctrines, portraying Jesus's
exaltation as a divine act rooted in Jewish tradition. What is the significance of 'exaltation’ in
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understanding the transition from Jesus as a Jewish teacher to Jesus as God? Exaltation signifies
the theological shift from viewing Jesus solely as a Jewish teacher or prophet to recognizing him as
divine, emphasizing his divine authority and status within the Christian understanding rooted in
Jewish messianic and exaltation traditions.

Related keywords: Jesus, divinity, exaltation, Jewish preexistence, Christology, resurrection, early
Christianity, theological development, messianic identity, divine sonship
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Exalting Jesus In Matthew Christ Centered
Exposit
**Exalting Jesus in Matthew: A Christ-Centered Exposit**

exalting jesus in matthew christ centered exposit is arich and rewarding
approach

to understanding one of the most beloved books of the New Testament. The Gospel of
Matthew is not just a historical account of Jesus? life; it is a profound theological narrative
that points directly to the identity, mission, and kingship of Jesus Christ. To truly
appreciate Matthew, one must engage with it through a Christ-centered lens?exalting
Jesus in every chapter, every parable, and every teaching. In this article, we will explore
how a Christ-centered exposit of Matthew deepens our faith, enriches our understanding
of Scripture, and inspires authentic worship.

The Importance of Exalting Jesus in Matthew

Matthew?s Gospel was written primarily for a Jewish audience familiar with the Old

Testament. It carefully weaves Jesus? story into the fabric of Jewish expectation,
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prophecies, and law. This context is essential because Matthew presents Jesus as the
promised Messiah?the ful?llment of ancient prophecies and the one who inaugurates the
Kingdom of Heaven.

When we focus on exalting Jesus in Matthew through a Christ-centered exposit, we are
reminded that every event and teaching recorded is ultimately about revealing who Jesus
is. From the genealogy that traces Jesus? royal lineage to the Sermon on the Mount,
Matthew highlights Jesus? divine authority and compassionate kingship. This approach
encourages readers to see beyond the surface and recognize Jesus as the Savior and King.
Why a Christ-Centered Exposit Matters

A Christ-centered exposit means interpreting Scripture with Jesus at the center of the
message. This method:

**Clari?es the Gospel message:** Matthew?s narrative moves beyond biography; it
proclaims the gospel of salvation through Christ.

**Prevents misinterpretation:** By focusing on Jesus, we avoid reducing the text to

mere moral lessons or historical curiosities.

**Strengthens faith:** Understanding Jesus? identity and mission encourages deeper
trust and devotion.

**Enhances preaching and teaching:** It provides a framework that connects Old
Testament prophecy with New Testament ful?llment.

Key Themes in Matthew That Exalt Jesus
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Matthew highlights several themes that make it clear that Jesus is central to God?s
redemptive plan. A Christ-centered exposit brings these themes into sharp focus.
Jesus as the Ful?liment of Prophecy

Right from the opening chapter, Matthew establishes Jesus as the ful?liment of Old
Testament prophecy. The genealogy of Jesus links Him to Abraham and David, a?rming
His rightful place as Messiah and King. Matthew frequently quotes prophets like Isaiah and
Micah to show that Jesus embodies God?s promises.

This prophetic ful?llment is vital in exalting Jesus because it shows that He is not an
accident of history but the divine plan incarnate. When preaching or studying Matthew,
highlighting these connections helps believers grasp the continuity and faithfulness of
God?s plan.

Jesus? Kingdom Message

Another central theme in Matthew is the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus? teaching about the
kingdom is profound and far-reaching. In the Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5-7), Jesus
rede?nes righteousness, mercy, and purity?qualities that characterize the kingdom
citizens.

Exalting Jesus in Matthew means embracing His kingdom message. It?s not just about
future hope but present reality. Jesus calls His followers to live as representatives of His
reign, embodying His love and justice in the world today.

Jesus? Authority and Miracles

Matthew consistently presents Jesus as one with divine authority?over the law, demons,
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nature, and even death. His miracles serve as signs that the Kingdom of God has come
near. When we exposit Matthew with a Christ-centered focus, we highlight how Jesus?
power con?rms His identity as the Son of God.

This emphasis helps believers see the relevance of Jesus? authority in their own lives,
encouraging trust in His power to heal, restore, and save.

Practical Ways to Exalt Jesus in Matthew During Bible Study and
Preaching

Engaging with Matthew through a Christ-centered exposit is not only for scholars or
pastors?it?s for every believer who desires to know Jesus more deeply. Here are some
practical tips for exalting Jesus in Matthew, whether in personal study, small groups, or
preaching contexts.

1. Identify Christological Passages

Throughout Matthew, look for verses that reveal Jesus? identity, mission, and nature.
These might include:

The virgin birth prophecy in Matthew 1:23

The declaration of Jesus as ?Son of David? and ?Son of God?

Jesus? ?1 am? statements and claims of authority

The Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20

Focusing on these passages reminds us that Jesus is the centerpiece of the gospel

narrative.
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2. Connect Old Testament References to Jesus

Matthew?s frequent use of Old Testament citations is a goldmine for exalting Jesus. When
you encounter a prophecy or allusion, take the time to explore its original context and

how Jesus ful?lls it. This deepens appreciation for Jesus? role as the promised Messiah.
3. Emphasize Jesus? Teachings in Light of His ldentity

The Sermon on the Mount and other teachings carry greater weight when we understand
who Jesus is. When exalting Jesus in Matthew, interpret His words with the awareness that
He speaks as God?s authoritative King, not just a moral teacher.

4. Highlight Jesus? Compassion and Mission

Matthew shows Jesus reaching out to the marginalized, healing the sick, and forgiving
sins. These actions reveal His heart and mission to redeem humanity. Re?ecting on these
moments encourages believers to emulate Jesus? love and grace.

Challenges and Rewards of a Christ-Centered Exposit of Matthew

While exalting Jesus in Matthew through a Christ-centered lens is enriching, it also comes
with challenges. The Gospel contains complex Jewish customs, legal discussions, and
cultural references that can be di?cult to unpack. However, these challenges are
opportunities to grow in biblical literacy and theological understanding.

Using commentaries, historical background resources, and prayerful re?ection can
overcome these hurdles. The reward is a deeper, more vibrant faith that sees Jesus as the
living Word, fully divine and fully human.

Incorporating Exalting Jesus Into Daily Life
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The beauty of a Christ-centered exposit of Matthew is that it doesn?t remain academic?it
transforms daily living. Recognizing Jesus as King and Savior invites believers to live under
His lordship, embody His teachings, and share His message of hope.

Whether through worship, community service, or personal devotion, exalting Jesus in
Matthew becomes a lifestyle, not just a study method.

Final Thoughts on Exalting Jesus in Matthew Christ-Centered

Exposit

Approaching the Gospel of Matthew with the goal of exalting Jesus in a Christ-centered
exposit opens up a treasury of spiritual insights. It reveals Jesus not only as a historical
?gure but as the eternal King whose love and authority shape our lives. By embracing this
perspective, believers experience Scripture not as a distant story but as a living testimony
to the glory of Christ.

The journey through Matthew invites us to see Jesus anew?His ful?liment of prophecy,
His kingdom proclamation, and His compassionate mission. In doing so, we not only grow
in knowledge but in worship, joy, and obedience, truly exalting Jesus in all we do.
Question

Answer

What does it mean to exalt

Jesus in a Christ-centered

exposition of the Gospel of
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Matthew?

Exalting Jesus in a Christ-centered exposition of

Matthew means highlighting His divine nature,

mission, and lordship throughout the text, showing

how the gospel reveals Jesus as the promised Messiah

and Savior.

How does the Gospel of

Matthew emphasize Jesus'

ful?llment of Old Testament

prophecies?

Matthew frequently quotes Old Testament prophecies

and demonstrates how Jesus' life, death, and

resurrection ful?ll these predictions, thereby exalting

Him as the true Messiah.

Why is it important to maintain

a Christ-centered focus when

preaching from Matthew?

Maintaining a Christ-centered focus ensures that the

message points to Jesus as the foundation of salvation

and the ultimate revelation of God?s kingdom,

preventing the text from being reduced to mere moral

Vol. 2024, Issue 10
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teaching or historical account.

Which key passages in

Matthew are most e?ective for

exalting Jesus?

Passages such as Matthew 1:23 (Immanuel), Matthew

16:16 (Peter?s confession of Jesus as the Christ), and

Matthew 28:18-20 (The Great Commission) are pivotal

for exalting Jesus as Lord and Savior.

How can exalting Jesus in

Matthew inspire believers in

their daily lives?

By revealing Jesus' authority, compassion, and

sacri?cial love, exalting Him encourages believers to

trust in His power, follow His example, and live out

their faith with con?dence and hope.

What role do Jesus' teachings

in Matthew play in a Christ-

centered exposition?

Jesus? teachings, such as the Sermon on the Mount,

reveal His authority and character, helping to exalt

Vol. 2024, Issue 10
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Him not only as Redeemer but also as the perfect
teacher and King who calls for wholehearted
discipleship.

How does the resurrection

narrative in Matthew

contribute to exalting Jesus?

The resurrection account in Matthew con?rms Jesus?
victory over sin and death, a?rming His divine identity
and authority, and serves as the ultimate basis for His
exaltation and the hope of believers.

**Exalting Jesus in Matthew: A Christ-Centered Exposition**

Vol. 2024, Issue 10

exalting jesus in matthew christ centered exposit provides a critical lens

through

which to interpret one of the most in?uential books of the New Testament. The Gospel of

Matthew, distinct in its narrative and theological emphasis, o?ers a rich tapestry for

scholars, theologians, and lay readers aiming to understand the life, mission, and divinity

of Jesus Christ. By adopting a Christ-centered expository approach, this analysis seeks to

unravel the ways Matthew?s Gospel consistently elevates Jesus, not merely as a historical

?gure but as the ful?liment of Old Testament prophecy and the ultimate revelation of

God?s redemptive plan.

This article delves into the thematic elements and literary techniques that Matthew
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employs to exalt Jesus, examining how these contribute to a comprehensive Christology.
Through an investigative tone, the discussion integrates relevant Scripture references,
scholarly perspectives, and exegetical insights, aiming to highlight the nuances of
Matthew?s portrayal of Jesus and the implications for contemporary Christian faith and
practice.

The Christocentric Focus of Matthew?s Gospel

Matthew?s Gospel is widely recognized for its deliberate emphasis on Jesus as the
Messiah, the Son of David, and the Son of God. Unlike other synoptic Gospels that might
prioritize di?erent facets of Jesus? ministry, Matthew crafts a narrative that consistently
points back to Jesus? identity as the ful?llment of Jewish expectations and divine prophecy.
This Christ-centered exposition is evident from the very ?rst chapter, where the genealogy
of Jesus is meticulously traced to Abraham and David, underscoring His royal and
covenantal legitimacy.

Furthermore, Matthew?s frequent use of Old Testament quotations serves not only to
authenticate Jesus? messianic credentials but also to exalt Him as the authoritative
interpreter and ful?ller of the Law and the Prophets. The Gospel?s structure, with its ?ve
major discourses (such as the Sermon on the Mount and the Olivet Discourse), reveals a
teacher who embodies divine wisdom, thereby positioning Jesus as both the new Moses
and the divine Son who inaugurates the Kingdom of Heaven.

Exalting Jesus Through Prophetic Ful?liment

One of the hallmarks of exalting Jesus in Matthew Christ centered exposit lies in the
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Gospel?s intentional linking of Jesus? life events with Old Testament prophecy. Matthew
frequently introduces narrative episodes with formulaic phrases such as ?This was to ful?ll
what was spoken by the prophet,? signaling to readers that Jesus? birth, ministry, death,
and resurrection are not random occurrences but the culmination of God?s salvi?c
promises.

For instance, the virgin birth narrative (Matthew 1:22-23) connects directly to Isaiah 7:14,
emphasizing the supernatural nature of Jesus? arrival and His divine origin. Similarly, the
?ight to Egypt and subsequent return (Matthew 2:13-15) recalls Hosea 11:1, portraying
Jesus as the new Israel and the embodiment of God?s faithfulness. These prophetic
ful?llments serve a dual purpose: they authenticate Jesus? messiahship and exalt Him as
the central ?gure in God?s unfolding plan.

The Sermon on the Mount: Jesus as the Exalted Teacher and Lawgiver
Matthew?s presentation of Jesus as a teacher is epitomized in the Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew 5?7), which stands as a cornerstone for understanding His ethical and spiritual
authority. This discourse exalts Jesus beyond the role of a rabbi; He is portrayed as the
authoritative interpreter of the Law, whose teachings reveal the heart and spirit behind
God?s commandments.

In this section, Jesus not only reiterates the Law but intensi?es it, challenging His followers
to pursue righteousness that surpasses mere external compliance. The Beatitudes, the

Lord?s Prayer, and the moral exhortations collectively paint a picture of Jesus as the divine
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lawgiver whose wisdom ushers in the Kingdom of Heaven. This portrayal aligns with
Matthew?s broader Christ-centered narrative, which elevates Jesus? role as the mediator of
a new covenant and the source of spiritual renewal.

Literary Techniques that Enhance the Exaltation of Jesus

Matthew?s Gospel employs a variety of literary devices that contribute to the exaltation of
Jesus. From structural parallels to thematic motifs, these techniques deepen the reader?s
understanding of Jesus? identity and mission.

Typology and Parallelism

Matthew often draws typological connections between Jesus and signi?cant ?gures from
Israel?s history. Jesus is depicted as the new Moses, delivering a new law from a mountain,
echoing the Sinai event. This parallelism elevates Jesus as a superior prophet and leader
who completes the narrative arc of Israel?s story.

Similarly, Matthew?s frequent references to Davidic lineage situate Jesus within the royal
tradition, enhancing His messianic stature. These typological methods not only a?rm
Jesus? credentials but also invite readers to see Him as the climax of biblical history.

Use of Titles and Honori?cs

Another notable feature is Matthew?s strategic use of titles such as ?Son of David,? ?Son
of God,? ?Emmanuel,? and ?King of the Jews.? Each carries theological weight and serves
to magnify Jesus? divine and kingly status. The gradual revelation of these titles

throughout the Gospel mirrors the growing recognition of Jesus? identity among His

followers and opponents alike.
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The passion narrative, in particular, highlights the tension surrounding these titles,
culminating in Pilate?s ironic inscription ?Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews? (Matthew
27:37). This not only underscores Jesus? kingship but also ironically contrasts human
misunderstanding with divine truth, contributing to the ultimate exaltation of Jesus

through His sacri?cial death and resurrection.

Implications of Exalting Jesus in Matthew?s Christ-Centered

Exposition

The emphasis on exalting Jesus in Matthew Christ centered exposit holds profound
implications for theological re?ection and Christian discipleship. By portraying Jesus as the
ful?llment of prophecy, authoritative teacher, and divine King, Matthew invites readers

into a transformative encounter with Christ that transcends historical curiosity.

For contemporary believers, this Gospel challenges them to recognize Jesus? lordship in all
aspects of life, embracing His teachings as the foundation for ethical living and spiritual
growth. Moreover, understanding Matthew?s Christology enriches ecumenical dialogues by
providing a clear articulation of Jesus? identity rooted in Jewish tradition and early
Christian faith.

Challenges and Considerations in Christ-Centered Exposition

While Matthew?s exaltation of Jesus is compelling, it is important to approach the text with
critical awareness. Some scholars note that Matthew?s heavy reliance on Old Testament

ful?llment can present interpretive challenges, especially when prophecy citations appear
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ambiguous or contextually adapted.

Additionally, the Gospel?s Jewish-Christian perspective may require careful navigation to
appreciate its message within a broader multicultural and interfaith context. These
considerations do not diminish the value of Matthew?s Christ-centered exposition but
rather encourage nuanced engagement that respects both historical rootedness and
contemporary relevance.

In sum, the Gospel of Matthew stands as a monumental work that consistently exalts
Jesus through deliberate narrative construction, theological insight, and literary artistry.
Its Christ-centered exposition continues to inspire and inform, o?ering a profound portrait
of Jesus as the Messiah who embodies divine authority, ful?lls ancient promises, and
invites humanity into the Kingdom of Heaven.

Jesus Christ, Kingdom of Heaven, Gospel of Matthew, Christ-centered preaching,
Expository teaching, Biblical exegesis, Jesus? teachings, New Testament study, Christian

discipleship, Messiah in Matthew
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