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Electric Submetering Integrated Panelboards: Revolutionizing Energy Management

Electric submetering integrated panelboards have become a game-changer in
the

world of electrical distribution and energy management. These innovative systems
combine the functionality of traditional panelboards with advanced submetering
capabilities, allowing building managers, facility operators, and utility providers to monitor
and control energy usage with unprecedented precision. If you?re involved in managing
commercial properties, multi-tenant buildings, or industrial facilities, understanding how
electric submetering integrated panelboards work and their bene?ts can signi?cantly
impact your energy e?ciency and cost savings.

What Are Electric Submetering Integrated Panelboards?

At its core, an electric submetering integrated panelboard is a distribution panel equipped
with built-in submeters that measure electrical consumption on a circuit-by-circuit basis.
Unlike conventional panelboards that simply distribute power and provide circuit
protection, these integrated systems o?er real-time data collection and monitoring
directly within the panelboard. This integration eliminates the need for separate metering

devices and simpli?es installation, maintenance, and data collection.
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How Do They Di?er from Traditional Panelboards?

Traditional panelboards serve primarily as hubs for electrical distribution, housing circuit
breakers and fuses to protect wiring and equipment. To track energy usage in these
systems, external submeters must be installed separately, often requiring additional
space, wiring, and labor. Electric submetering integrated panelboards streamline this
process by embedding submeters directly into the panelboard, o?ering a compact, all-in-
one solution.

Advantages of Using Electric Submetering Integrated

Panelboards

The integration of submetering within the panelboard o?ers several tangible bene?ts that
enhance operational e?ciency and energy management.

1. Improved Energy Visibility and Accountability

One of the most signi?cant advantages is the granular visibility into energy consumption
patterns. Facility managers can monitor energy use down to individual circuits or tenants,
enabling more accurate billing, cost allocation, and identi?cation of ine?ciencies or
abnormal usage.

2. Simpli?ed Installation and Reduced Costs

By combining metering and distribution in a single unit, these panelboards reduce the
need for additional equipment, wiring, and labor. This consolidation not only lowers
upfront installation costs but also minimizes maintenance complexity.

3. Enhanced Demand Management
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With real-time data accessible from integrated submeters, users can implement demand
response strategies more e?ectively. This means they can adjust consumption during
peak periods, avoid costly demand charges, and participate in utility incentive programs.
4. Easy Integration with Building Management Systems (BMS)

Many electric submetering integrated panelboards come equipped with communication
protocols (such as Modbus, BACnet, or Ethernet) that enable seamless integration with
BMS or energy management software. This capability allows centralized monitoring and
control, further optimizing energy performance.

Applications of Electric Submetering Integrated Panelboards

These systems ?nd utility across various sectors, each bene?ting from precise energy
measurement and control.

Multi-Tenant Commercial Buildings

In 0?ce complexes, shopping centers, and mixed-use developments, electric submetering
integrated panelboards enable landlords to bill tenants accurately based on individual
energy consumption. This transparency encourages tenants to conserve energy and
reduces disputes over shared utility costs.

Industrial Facilities and Manufacturing Plants

Large industrial operations often have diverse machinery and production lines with
varying energy demands. Integrated panelboards help facility managers monitor

consumption at the equipment level, identify ine?ciencies, and schedule operations to
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optimize energy use.

Educational and Healthcare Campuses

Institutions with multiple buildings or departments bene?t from submetering to allocate
energy costs fairly and support sustainability goals. Integrated panelboards facilitate
tracking and reporting for LEED certi?cation or other environmental standards.

Key Features to Consider When Choosing Electric Submetering
Integrated Panelboards

When evaluating options, it?s important to focus on features that align with your
operational needs and future scalability.

Accuracy and Metering Technology

Look for panelboards that use high-precision metering components, such as Class 0.5 or
better accuracy ratings. Accurate measurement ensures reliable billing and energy
analysis.

Communication and Data Access

Choose systems that support standard communication protocols and o?er ?exible data
access options?whether through web interfaces, cloud platforms, or integration with
existing building automation systems.

Expandability and Circuit Capacity

Consider your current load requirements and potential future expansion. Modular designs
or panelboards that support additional circuits can save costs down the line.

Compliance and Safety Standards
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Ensure the panelboards meet relevant industry standards such as UL listings, NEC
compliance, and local electrical codes for safe and lawful operation.

Tips for Maximizing the Bene?ts of Electric Submetering
Integrated Panelboards

To get the most out of your investment, consider these practical approaches:

Regular Data Review: Schedule routine analysis of consumption reports to spot

trends, anomalies, or opportunities for energy savings.

Employee Engagement: Share energy usage data with occupants or operators
to

foster awareness and encourage conservation behaviors.

Maintenance: Periodically verify metering accuracy and ensure panelboards are
3.

inspected to maintain safety and performance.

Leverage Automation: Use integrated software to automate alerts for unusual

4.

consumption spikes or to trigger demand response actions.

The Future of Energy Management with Integrated Panelboards

As the demand for smarter, more sustainable energy solutions grows, electric

submetering integrated panelboards are positioned to play a pivotal role. Advances in 10T
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technology, cloud analytics, and Al-driven energy management will likely enhance these
systems? capabilities, providing even deeper insights and more proactive energy control.
Facilities equipped with integrated panelboards will bene?t from increased operational
e?ciency, reduced environmental impact, and improved ?nancial performance. Whether
you?re managing a single building or a sprawling campus, embracing these technologies
can set the stage for a smarter energy future.

In summary, electric submetering integrated panelboards represent a signi?cant step
forward in how we monitor, manage, and optimize electrical energy distribution. Their
blend of convenience, precision, and connectivity makes them an essential tool for
modern energy management strategies.

Question

Answer

What is an electric

submetering integrated

panelboard?

An electric submetering integrated panelboard is a

combined electrical distribution panel that includes

built-in submeters for monitoring and measuring energy

consumption of individual circuits or tenants within a

building.
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What are the bene?ts of

using electric submetering

integrated panelboards?

Bene?ts include accurate energy usage tracking,
improved billing transparency, enhanced energy
management, reduced operational costs, and simpli?ed
installation compared to separate metering devices.
How does submetering

integrated panelboard help in

reducing energy costs?

By providing detailed consumption data for speci?c
areas or tenants, submetering integrated panelboards
enable identi?cation of energy waste, promote
accountability, and encourage energy-saving behaviors,
ultimately reducing overall energy costs.

Are electric submetering

integrated panelboards

compatible with smart

building systems?

Yes, many modern submetering integrated panelboards

support communication protocols like Modbus or

Vol. 2021, Issue 11



ELECTRIC SUBMETERING INTEGRATED PANELBOARDS Workbook

BACnet, allowing integration with building management
systems (BMS) for real-time monitoring and control.
What compliance standards

apply to electric submetering

integrated panelboards?

These panelboards must comply with electrical safety
standards such as NEC (National Electrical Code), UL
listing requirements, and often meet local utility
regulations for submetering and billing accuracy.

Can electric submetering

integrated panelboards be

used in both residential and

commercial buildings?

Yes, they are suitable for a variety of applications
including multi-tenant residential buildings, commercial
o?ces, retail spaces, and industrial facilities where
individual energy monitoring is needed.

How does installation of an

electric submetering

integrated panelboard

Vol. 2021, Issue 11
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compare to traditional

metering setups?

Installation is typically simpler and faster because the

metering components are built into the panelboard,

reducing wiring complexity and space requirements

compared to installing separate submeters and

panelboards.

Electric Submetering Integrated Panelboards: Advancing Energy Management and
E?ciency

electric submetering integrated panelboards represent a signi?cant evolution in
the

way energy consumption is monitored, managed, and optimized in commercial, industrial,
and multifamily residential settings. As energy costs continue to rise and regulatory
pressures emphasize sustainability, the demand for precise, real-time energy data has
intensi?ed. These integrated panelboards combine traditional electrical distribution with
sophisticated submetering capabilities, creating a uni?ed solution that streamlines energy
monitoring and enhances operational control. This article delves into the technical
aspects, bene?ts, and market implications of electric submetering integrated panelboards,
providing a comprehensive understanding of their role in modern energy management
systems.

Understanding Electric Submetering Integrated Panelboards
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Electric submetering integrated panelboards are specialized electrical distribution panels
equipped with built-in submetering technology. Unlike conventional panelboards, which
simply distribute power to various circuits, these integrated solutions measure and record
energy consumption at the circuit or tenant level. This granular data is crucial for
applications requiring detailed energy tracking, such as multi-tenant buildings, data
centers, and manufacturing facilities where individual cost allocation or energy e?ciency
tracking is essential.

In practical terms, these panelboards merge the functionality of breaker panels with
submetering devices such as current transformers (CTs), voltage sensors, and
communication modules. The integration enables seamless data collection and
transmission, often supporting remote monitoring via cloud-based platforms or building
management systems (BMS). This dual functionality improves space e?ciency, reduces
installation complexity, and enhances data accuracy compared to standalone submeters.
Key Features and Components

The design of electric submetering integrated panelboards incorporates several critical
components:

Circuit Breakers: Provide overcurrent protection and control for individual
circuits.

Current Transformers (CTs): Measure the current ?owing through each circuit
to
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calculate energy usage.

Voltage Sensors: Monitor voltage levels to complement current measurements
for

accurate power calculations.

Communication Modules: Facilitate data transmission via Ethernet, Wi-Fi, or
4,

proprietary protocols to centralized monitoring systems.

Data Logging and Storage: Enable historical energy consumption analysis and
5.

reporting.

The integration of these elements within a single panelboard unit distinguishes electric
submetering integrated panelboards from traditional setups that require separate

metering devices external to the distribution panel.

Advantages of Integrated Submetering Solutions

The adoption of electric submetering integrated panelboards brings several noteworthy
bene?ts for facility managers, property owners, and energy consultants.

Improved Energy Visibility and Accountability

By providing detailed consumption data at the circuit or tenant level, integrated

panelboards empower stakeholders to identify energy usage patterns and ine?ciencies

with unprecedented clarity. This granular visibility supports targeted energy conservation



ELECTRIC SUBMETERING INTEGRATED PANELBOARDS Workbook Vol. 2021, Issue 11

measures, ultimately reducing operating costs and carbon footprint.

Cost Allocation and Billing Accuracy

For multi-tenant buildings or shared facilities, accurate energy cost allocation is
paramount. Electric submetering integrated panelboards enable precise tracking of
individual tenant or department consumption, facilitating fair billing practices that re?ect
actual usage rather than estimates or ?at-rate allocations.

Space and Installation E?ciency

Consolidating metering and distribution into a single panel reduces the physical footprint
and complexity of electrical infrastructure. This translates into lower installation and
maintenance costs, minimized wiring requirements, and faster commissioning timelines.
Enhanced Data Integration and Remote Monitoring

Modern integrated panelboards often support advanced communication protocols
compatible with building automation systems and energy management software. This
connectivity allows real-time monitoring, automated alerts for anomalies, and data-driven
decision-making, which are critical for proactive maintenance and operational e?ciency.
Comparative Analysis: Integrated Panelboards vs. Traditional
Submetering

Understanding the distinctions between integrated panelboards and traditional
submetering solutions helps clarify why the former is gaining traction in the market.

Stand-Alone Submeters
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Traditional submetering typically involves installing individual submeters downstream of
the main distribution panel. While e?ective, this approach presents challenges:

Additional wiring complexity and space requirements.

Higher material and labor costs due to multiple devices.

Potential for data inconsistencies arising from disparate metering points.
3.

Limited integration with existing electrical infrastructure.

4.

Integrated Panelboards

In contrast, electric submetering integrated panelboards o?er:

Streamlined installation with factory-integrated metering components.

Uni?ed data collection point reducing the risk of measurement errors.

Compact design saving valuable electrical room space.

3.

Seamless integration with digital monitoring platforms for comprehensive energy
4.

management.
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While initial costs for integrated solutions may be higher, the total cost of ownership often
favors integrated panelboards due to reduced installation complexity and ongoing
operational bene?ts.

Applications Across Industries

Electric submetering integrated panelboards ?nd utility in diverse sectors where energy
monitoring precision is vital.

Commercial Real Estate and Multi-Tenant Buildings

Property managers use these panelboards to monitor tenant energy consumption
accurately, enabling transparent billing and encouraging energy conservation. Integrated
submetering also supports compliance with local regulations mandating energy
transparency.

Industrial Facilities

Manufacturing plants bene?t from circuit-level monitoring to optimize equipment usage,
schedule maintenance, and reduce downtime. Detailed energy data enables process
improvements and cost-saving initiatives.

Data Centers

Given their high energy density, data centers require meticulous power monitoring to
ensure reliability and manage cooling loads. Integrated panelboards provide real-time
insights critical for operational e?ciency.

Challenges and Considerations
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Despite their advantages, electric submetering integrated panelboards also present
certain challenges:

Upfront Investment: Higher initial costs compared to conventional submetering

may impact budget-constrained projects.

Technical Complexity: Requires skilled personnel for installation and
con?guration

2.
to ensure accurate data capture and communication setup.

Compatibility Issues: Integration with legacy building management systems
can

sometimes be complicated, necessitating customization.

Data Security: As with all connected devices, ensuring cybersecurity protocols
are

robust is essential to prevent unauthorized access.

Understanding these factors is crucial when planning the deployment of integrated
submetering solutions to maximize their value.

Future Trends and Innovations

The landscape of electric submetering integrated panelboards continues to evolve with

technological advancements.
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Integration with IoT and Smart Building Technologies

The convergence of submetering with Internet of Things (I0T) devices is enabling more
granular and actionable energy insights. Panelboards equipped with smart sensors and Al-
driven analytics facilitate predictive maintenance and adaptive load management.
Enhanced Data Analytics and Visualization

Sophisticated software platforms are emerging that transform raw submetering data into
intuitive dashboards, alert systems, and benchmarking tools. These innovations empower
users to make informed decisions rapidly.

Regulatory Alignment and Incentives

Increasingly stringent energy codes and sustainability goals are driving adoption.
Governments and utilities o?er incentives for installing advanced metering infrastructure,
accelerating market growth.

Electric submetering integrated panelboards are thus positioned at the forefront of energy
management innovation, blending traditional electrical distribution with cutting-edge
monitoring technologies to meet the demands of modern infrastructure.

electric submetering, integrated panelboards, energy management systems, electrical
distribution panels, submetering solutions, power monitoring panels, smart panelboards,

electrical submetering devices, energy submeters, panelboard integration



